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Then  cometh  the  end,  when  he  shall  have  delivered  op  the  king-' 
dom  to  God,  even  the  Father ;  when  he  shall  have  put  down  all  rule, 
and  all  authority  and  power.  For  he  must  reign  till  he  bath  put  all 
his  enemies  under  his  feet.  The  last  enemy  that  shall  be  desb'oyed 
is  death.  For  he  hath  pot  all  things  under  his  feet.  But  when  h& 
saith.  All  things  are  put  under  him,  it  is  manifest  that  he  is  excepted^ 
which  did  put  all  things  under  him.  And  when  all  things  shall  b* 
subdued  unto  him,  then  shall  the  Son  also  himself  be  subject  unto  hist) 
that  put  all  things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all.*’ 

The  apostle  Peter,  while  he  bears  an  honorable  testimony  to  the 
wisdom  and  piety  of  **  bis  beloved  brother  Paul,”  informs  us,  that  in 
his  epistles,  “  are  some  things  hard  to  be  understood,  which  they  that, 
are  unlearned  and  unstable,  wrest,  as  they  do  also  the  other  scriptures, 
to  their  own  destruction.”  And  if  it  were  lawful  for  us  to  hazard  R 
conjecture,  as  to  the  particular  passages  to  which  Peter  here  refers, 
we  might,  perhaps,  be  justified  in  supposing,  that  our  text  is  one. '  Fo^r 
it  is  certain,  that  it  contains  some  things  bard  to  be  understood,  and; 
equally  certain,  that  (amaiheis  kai  astertktoi)  the  unteachable  and 
unstable”  have  wrested  it,  as  they  have  also  the  other  scriptures,  te 
their  own  destruction.  While  some  have  brought  it  forward,  as  fur¬ 
nishing  an  argument  against  the  divinity  of  Christ,' others' have  addu- 
ced  it  to  prove  the  fin^  .  restoration  of  all  the  apostate,  whether  mea 
or  angels,  to  holiness  and  happiness.  1  hope,  however,  m  the  course 
of  the  subsequent  examination,  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  text,  in¬ 
stead  of  affording  any  support  to  either  of  those  tenets,  militates  dt- 
rectly  against  them  both.  The  principal  ideas  which  h  contains,  at 
least,  so  far  as  they  involve  any  difficulty,  may  be  introduced  and  Ulus-* 
trated,  by  considering,  I.  What  is  the  kingdom,  which  Christ  is  here 
represented  as  delivering  op  to' the  Father.  .  II.  What  he  wiU  accon-  . 
plish,  before  he  delivers  it  up.  III.  When  he  will  deliver  it  up* 
IV.  What  is  implied  in  his  delivering  it  up.  And,  V .  What  will  be  thn 
result  of  his  delivering  it  up. 

I.  What  is  the  kingdom,  which  Christ  is  here  represented,  as  de^ 
livering  to  the  Father.  In  order  to  understand  the  text,  it  seems  ne¬ 
cessary,  if  possible,  to  form  correct  ideas  of  this  kingdem.  It  is  well 
Voi.  U.  21 


MAYj  1825, 


.  CONTENTS. 


Remarks  on  I  Cor.  xv.  24 — 28  •  • 

Cities  of  Reloge^  ^o.  II.  '  •  #  «  « 

First  MoDc^y  in  Majrcb^  1825  ,  .  . 

Ordination  Sermon  «  .  ^  . 

I . 

The  Pilgrim’s  Progress  in  the  Nineteenth  Century,  • 

—  f  '  .O' 

Facts  %  »  •  .  •  •  •  »  • 

Godis  rigbt  and  the  wprU  is  WToi^  . 

God  is  erery^wherc  ,  *  *  ’ 

Oatline  (d' Bible  Histoiy  ’  .  .  . 

Prophetic  Dew  Drop  ...  .  .  ' 

^horiamtf,^^’-  .  .  ’  *  s- 

Poetry.  fo  CorrespondeiHs '  . 


.*vi- 


THE 


EVANOELIST. 


VoL.  11.  MAY,  1825.  [No.  5. 

■  ■■■<*  I  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ .  ■  h.—  II  . .  ■  - -  ,  -  -  ^ 

\ 

FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

REMARKS  ON  I  COR.  xv.  24—28. 

Then  cometh  (he  end,  when  he  shall  have  delivered  up  the  king¬ 
dom  to  God,  even  the  Father ;  when  he  shall  have  put  down  all  rule, 
and  all  authority  and  power.  For  he  must  reign  till  he  hath  put  all 
his  enemies  under  his  feet.  The  last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed 
is  death.  For  he  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet.  But  when  he 
saith,  All  things  are  put  under  him,  it  is  manifest  that  he  is  excepted, 
which  did  put  all  things  under  hioL  And  when  all '  things  shall  be 
subdued  unto  him,  then  shall  the  Son  also  himself  be  subject  unto  him, 
that  put  all  things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all.” 

The  apostle  Peter,  while  be  bears  an  honorable  testimony  to  the 
F^isdom  and  piety  of  “  his  beloved  brother  Paul,’^  informs  us,  that  in 
his  epistles,  are  some  things  hard  to  be  understood,  which  they  that 
are  unlearned  and  unstable,  wrest,  as  they  do  also  the  other  scriptures, 
to  their  own  destruction.^’  And  if  it  were  lawful  for  us  to  hazard  a 
conjecture,  as  to  the  particular  passages  to  which  Peter  here  refers, 
we  might,  perhaps,  be  justitied  in  supposing,  that  our  text  is  one.  For 
it  is  certain,  that  it  contains  some  things  bard  to  be  understood,  and 
equally  certain,  that  (amatheis  kai  asterektoi)  the  unteachable  and 
unstable”  have  wrested  it,  as  they  have  also  the  other  'scriptures,  to 
their  own  destruction.  While  some  have  brought  it  forward,  as  fur¬ 
nishing  an  argument  against  the  divinity'  of  Christ,  others  have  addu¬ 
ced  it  to  prove  the  final  restoration  of  all  the  apostate,  hether  men 
or  angels,  to  holiness  and  happiness.  1  hope,  however,  in  the  coune 
of  the  subsequent  examination,  to  make  it  appear,  ^hat  the  text,  in¬ 
stead  of  affording  any  support  to  either  of  those  tenets,  militates  di¬ 
rectly  against  them  both.  The  principal  ideas  which  it  contains,  at 
least,  so  far  as  they  involve  any  difficulty,  may  beintroduced  and  illus¬ 
trated,  by  considering,  I.  What  is  the  kingdom,  which  Christ  is  here 
represented  as  delivering  up  to  the  Father.  11.  What  he  will  accom¬ 
plish,  before  he  delivers  it  up.  lU.  When  he  will  deliver  it  up, 
IV.  What  is  implied  in  his  delivering  it  up.  And,  V.  What  will  be  the 
result  of  his  delivering  it  up. 

1.  What  is  the  kin^om,  which  Christ  b  here  represented,  as  de¬ 
livering  to  the  Father.  In  order  to  understand  the  text,  it  seems  ne¬ 
cessary,  if  possible,,  to  form  correct  ideas  of  this  kingdom^  It  is  well 
Vet.  II.  *1 


162  Remarks  on  1  Cor.  xv.  24 — 28. 

known,  that  divines  have  usually  called  it  the  Mediatorial  kingdom ; — 
a  phrase  to  which,  I  apprehend,  different  ideas  are  attached,  by  differ- 
cnt'persons.  1  have,  indeed,  no  objection  to  the  application  of  the 
epithet  mediatorial  to  this  kingdom  ;  but  I  deem  it  necessary  to  make 
a  remark  or  two,  explanatory  of  he  sense,  in  which  1  understand  the 
phrase  “  mediatorial  kingdom.’’  And, 

1'.  This  kingdom  may  b^  called  mediatorial,  as  it  is  the  kingdom 
which  Christ  governs,  as  incarnate  Mediator.  Though,  as  “  God  over 
all,  blessed  forever,’’ .  and  one  with  the  Father,  he  governed 
the  world  from  the  beginning ;  yet  it  was  not  till  after  his  resurrec¬ 
tion,  that  he  was,  in  his  human  nature,  invested  with  universal  domin¬ 
ion.  When  he  arose  triumphant  from  the  dead,  he  came  and  spake 
to  his  disciples,  saying.  All  power  is  given  unto  me,  in  heaven  and  in 
earth.”  Agreeably  to  this,  the  Apostle,  reminding  the  Ephesians  of 
the  exceeding  greatness  of  God’s  power,  to  them  that  believe,  says, 

According  to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power,  which  he  wrought . 
in  Christ,  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  set  him  at  his  own 
tight  hand,  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality,  and  pow¬ 
er,  and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only 
in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come;  and  hath  put  all 
things  under  his  feet,  and  given  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the 
c  urch.”  T  i-  exaltation  ol  Christ,  to  glory  and  dominion,  we-  are 
t^.ught,  was  designed  as  a  reward  ibr  his  humiliation  and  sufferings. 

Who  being  in  the  form  ol  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal 
with  God,  but  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the 
lorm  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men  ;  and  being 
found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  thq  death  of  the  cross.  Wherefore  God  hath  highly 
exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name,  which  is  above  every  name  ;  that 
at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and., 
things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth ;  and  that  every  tongue 
should  confess,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father.”  These  pa^^sages  speak  a  language  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  text;  and  teach  us,  that  it  was  the  Father  that  exalted  Christ  to 
the  government  of  this  kingdom,  and  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet. 
We  can,  therefore,  need  no  further  proof,  that  he  governs  this  king¬ 
dom,  in  his  human  nature,  or  as  incarnate  Mediator. 

2.  This  may  be  called  the  mediatorial  kingdom,  as  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  it  Christ  will  accomplish  the  designs  of  his  mediation,  by  ap¬ 
plying  to  his  chosen  people,  “  the  redemption  purchased  by  his 
blood.”  The  scriptures  lead  us  to  believe,  that,  in  the  covenant  of 
redemption,  a  certain  portion  of  mankind  were  given  to  Christ,  to  be 
by  him  redeemed,  from  sin  and  ruin,  to  perfect  holiness  and  happiness. 
This  portion  of  the  human  race  is  designated  by  a  variety  of  phrases  in 
the  Bible  They  are  called  “  the  people  of  Christ,  his  seed,  his 
children,  the  many  and  the  mighty  people.”’*^  ^To  renew^  justify, 
sanctify  and  glorify  these,  he  was  exalted  to  the  bead  of  the  universe, 
and  all  creabires  were  put  under  his  dominion..  The  holy  angels 
were  delivered  to  him,  that  he  might  employ  thqpi  as  ministering 
spirits,  to  minister  to  them  that  should  be  heirs  of  salvation.”  And 

wicked  men  and  devils  were  subjected  to  his  control,  that  be  might 

\ 

*  See  1m.  lilt.  12  in  the  original. 
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^  restrain  their  rage  and  malice,  and  render  them  subservient  to  the 
^  salvation  of  his  chosen  people.  Agreeably  to  this,  he  himself,  in  a 
solemn  address  to  the  Father,  says,  Thou  hast  given  him  power 
over  all  flesh,  that  he  should  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  hast 
given.^^  Here,  then,  the  object,  for  which  he  was  invested  with  uni¬ 
versal  dominion,  is  brought  explicitly  into  view.  It  was  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  the  glorious  purposes  of  redeeming  love.  It  is  mani¬ 
fest,  therefore,  that  the  kingdom,  which  he  is  represented  ^  receiving 
from,  and  at  last  delivering  up  to,  the  Father,  is  in  a  paiticular  and 
special  manner,  the  government  of  this  lower  world,  ^his  revolted 
province  of  God’s  empire.  It,  indeed,  includes  all  other  creatures, 
so  far  as  they  shave  any  connection  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  world, 
and  so  far  as  their  agency  may  be  necessary  for  carrying,  into  com¬ 
plete  effect,  the  designs  of  Christ’s  mediation.  ,This,  then,  leads  me 
to  consider, 

11.  What  he  will  accomplish  before  he  delivers  up  the  kingdom. 
Unquestionably,  he  will  carry  into  execution  all  the  designs  of  his 
mediation.  He  has  purchased  the  world  by  his  blood,,  and  he  has  the 
immutable  promise  of  the  Father,  that  **  he  shall  see  of  the  travail  of 
his  soul,  and  be  satisfied — shall  have  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession.”  In  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  this  kingdom,  therefore,  he  will  spread  his  gospel  through 
the  world,  and  render  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  triumphant 
over  the  cause  of  error  and  wickedness.  He  will  gather  into  his  fold 
every  elect  soul — “  will  raise  the  dead — bum  the  world,  and  judge  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked.”  But  it  is  of  the  destruction  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  that  we  are,  more  -particularly,  led  by  the  text,  to  speak.  We 
are  assured,  that  before  he  delivers  up  the  kingdom,  he  will  put 
down  all  principality,  authority  and  power.”  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  remark,  that  these  words  are  used  metonymically,  the  abstract  be¬ 
ing  put  for  the  concrete,  or  principality,  authority  and  power,  for  those 
that  possess  and  exercise  them.  Satan  has  usurped  dominion  over  the 
children  of  men ;  has  set  himself  up  as  the  god  of  this  world,  and  as 
such,  has  received  the  blind  homage  and  adoration  of  infatuated  mor¬ 
tals.  He  and  his  angels”  have  been  incessantly  employed  in  **  blin¬ 
ding  the  minds  of  them,  that  believe  not,”  and  laboring,  by  every 
possible  method,  to  frustrate  the  purposes  of  redeeming  love.  The 
princes  of  this  world,  likewise,  under  the  influence  ot'  the  powers  of 
darkness,  have  often  arrayed  themselves  in  opposition  to  the  kingdom 
of  Christ;  and  endeavored,  in  ways  innumerable,  to  injure  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  obstruct  the.  progress  of  his  gospel.  But  before  he  delivers 
up  the  kingdom  to  the  Father,  he  will  depose  and  abolish  alt  this  au¬ 
thority  and  power.  For  he  must  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  his  ene¬ 
mies  under  his  feet.”  It  has  been  strenuously  contended  by  some, 
that  by  Christ’s  putting  his  enemies  under  his  ieet,  we  are  to  under¬ 
stand  *  his  reconciling  them  to  his  government,  and  making  them  his 
friends.  But  if  this  were  the  idea,  v^hich  the  Apostle  designed  to 
communicate,  he  could  not  have  adopted  a  more  unsuitable  phraseolo¬ 
gy.  No  writer,  or  speaker,  who  meant  to  be  understood,  would  ever 
think  of  expressing  the  reconciliation  of  a  rebellious  sufagect,  by  say¬ 
ing,  that  his  sovereign  had  put  him  under  his  feet.  Nor  is  this  phri^ 
over  used,  in  the  Scripture,  to  signify  such  reconciliation.  On  the  con- 
rary,  yrherever  this,  and  other^phrases  of  a  kindred  nature,  occur 
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they  invariably  signify  crushing  an  enemy  by  superior  force,  and  di¬ 
vesting  him  of  all  power.  The  way  in  which  Christ  will  put  his  ene¬ 
mies  under  his  feet,  he  himself  describes,  when  he  says,  “  I  will 
tread  them  in  my  fury,  and  trample  them  in  mine  anger.”  And  this 
he  will  do,  in  the  most  public  manner,  when,  as  the  Supreme  Judge, 
he  will  call  them  before  his  bar,  and  reward  them  for  all  their  opposi¬ 
tion  to  him  and  his  church.  And  when  they  are  tried,  condemned,  and 
sentenced  to  the  prison  of  hell,  they  will  be  completely  deprived  of 
all  rule,  authority,  and  power,  and  rendered  forever  incapable  of  ma- 
.  king  any  fuirther  opposition  to  Christ  and  his  people. 

We  are  further  informed,  in  the  text,  that  “  the  last  enemy  that  shall 
be  destroyed,  is  death  or  as  the  words  are  in  the  original,  “  the 
last  enemy  death  is  destroyed.”  But  of  what  death  does  the  apostle 
here  speak  ?  Some  have  confidently  asserted^  that  the  second  death 
is  intended.  But  the  only  proof,  which  they  have' been  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  of  this  assertion,  is,  that  the  second  death  is  infinitely  more  an 
enemy  than  the  first.”  This  is  doubtless  true,  as  it  respects  the  final¬ 
ly  impenitent  It  is  not,  however,  of  the  enemies  of  wicked  men,  but 
of  the  enemies  of  Christ  and  his  people,  that  the  apostle  is  here 
speaking.  And  it  is,  by  no  means,  admitted,  that  the  second  death,  or 
just  punishment  of  the  wicked,  will  be  an  enemy,  either  to  the  glory  of 
Christ,  or  the  happiness  of  the  righteous.  To  take  this  for  granted, 
is  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  what  ought  to  be  proved.  That  it 
is  the  death  of  the  body,  to  which  the  apostle  here  refers,  will  appear, 
if  we  consider,  in  the  first  place,  that  throughout  this  chapter,  he  is 
speaking  of  the  resurrection ;  and  of  course,  the  death  which  he  has 
in  view,  is,  no  doubt,  that,  the  destruction  of  wldch  will  be  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  resurrection.  When  the  living  are  changed,  and 
the  dead  raised,  immortal  and  incorruptible, , both  the  dominion  and 
the  existence  of  temporal  death  will  be  destroyed,  or  as  the  apostle 
expresses  it,  in  the  context,  “  death  will  be  swallowed  up  in  victory.” 

in  the  second  place,  to  suppose  that  the  apostle  has  reference  to  the 
second  death,  is  to  set  the  scripture  at  variance  with  itself.  For  the 
time,  when  Christ  will  destroy  “  the  last  enemy  death,”  will  be  at  the 
.  end  of  the  world,  as  will  be  shown  in  the  sequel.  But  we  learn  from 
other  parts  of  the  sacred  volume,  that  the  second  death  will  be  in  ex¬ 
istence  after  the  day  of  Judgement.  For,  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of 
Revelation,  St.  John,  having  represented  the  dead  as  being  judged  out 
of  the  books,  according  to‘  their  works,  informs  us,  that  whosoever 
was  not  found  written  in  the  book  of  life,  was  cast  into  the  lake  of 
fire  which,  in  the  preceding  verse,  he  had  called  the  second  death. 
And  in  the  next  chapter,  referring  to  the  same  event,  he  says,  “  But 
the  fearful  and  unbelieving,  and  the  abominable,  and  murderers,  and 
whoremongers  and  sorcerers,  and  all  liars  shall  have  their  part,  in  the 
lake  thatburneth  with  fire  and  brimstone ;  which  is  the  second  death. 

It  is  from  hence,  as  well  as  from  other  parts  of  the  Bible,  undeniably 
evident,  that  the  second  death  will  be  in  existence,  after  the  resur¬ 
rection  and  general  judgment.  If,  then,  we  would  not  make  the 
apostle,  in  Jthe  text,  conti^ict  the  general  tenor  of  scripture,  we  are 
compelled  to  understand  him  as  here  speaking  of  the  death  of  the  body. 
But  admittiig  this,  it  may  be  enquired,  In  what  sense  can  the  death  of 
the  body  be  said  to  be  the  last  enemy  ?  In  attending  to  this  question, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  in  view,  that  the  apostle  is  here  speaking 
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of  the  enemies  of  Christ  and  his  people.  And  there  can,  I  appre¬ 
hend,  be  no  difficulty  in  perceiving,  that^were  death  to  hold  the  bodies 
of  the  saints,  forever  under  his  dominion,  he  would  be  an  eternal  ene¬ 
my,  both  to  their,  felicity  and  to  the  glory  of  their  Redeemer ;  and 
would  effectually  prevent  him  from  accomplishing  the  purposes  for 
which  he  received  this  kingdom.  For  the  deliverance  of  their  bodies, 
from  the  dominion  of  death,  is  uniformly  represented  as  one  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  their  redemption,  which  he  has  undertaken  to  effectuate ; 
80  important  a  part,  that  it  is  expressly  called  by  the  apostle*  their 
adoption,  that  is,  their  public  maniiestative  adoption ;  when  their 
bodies  shall  be  fashioned  like  unto  the  glorious  body  of  their  Kedcen^- 
er,  and  when  they  habited  and  adorned  as  becomes  the  children  of 
God,”  shall  be  acknowledged  as  such,  by  the  whole  universe,  and  be 
admitted  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  inheritance. 

To  all  the  people  of  Christ,  with  the  exception  of  those,  that  are 
alive  at  his  coming,”  death  is  emphatically  the  last  enemy,  not  only 
as  their  iast  conflicts  are  with  him  ;  but  also,  as  he  continues  to  hold 
one  part  of  them  under  his  dominion,  when  the  temptations  of  the 
world  and  the  malice  of  Satan  can  hold  them  no  longer,  and  when  eve¬ 
ry  remainder  of  corrupt  nature  and  human  infirmity  has  ceased,  in  the 
perfect  holiness  of  the  intermediate  state,  and  its  unmingled  serenity 
and  joy.”  I  proceed  now  to  enquire, 

III.  When  Christ  will  deliver  up  this  kingdom.  Those  who  have 
embraced  the  scheme  of  universal  restoration,  have  asserted,  that 
Christ  will  not  deliver  up  the  kingdom,  till  ages  of  ages”  after  the 
day  of  judgment.  That  this  is  altogether  an  erroneous  idea,  will  ap¬ 
pear,  if  we  consider, 

1.  That  the  apostle,  in  the  text,  inseparably  connects  the  delivering 
up  of  this  kingdom,  with  the  end  of  the  present  world.  **  Christ  the 
first  fruits,  then  they  that  are  Christ’s  at  his  coming  ;”  by  which,  we 
are  certainly  to  understand  his  coming,  to  raise  the  dead  and  judge  the 
world.  Then  cometh  the  end,  when  he  shall  have  delivered  up  the 
kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father.”  Raising  the  dead  and  judging  the 
world,  therefore,  will  be  the  last  acts  that  he  will  perform  in  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  this  kingdom. 

2.  If,  by  the  end,  the  apostle  does  not  mean  the  end  of  this  world, 
it  is  impossible  to  conceive  what  he  does  mean,  or  how  he  fixes  any 
definite  time,  for  delivering  up  this  kingdom. 

3.  The  scriptures  hever  speak  of  any  period,  after  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment,  as  being  the  end.  **  The  harvest  is  the  end  of  the  world,  and 
the  reapers  are  the  angels.  As,  therefore,  the  tares  are  gathered  and 
burned  in  the  fire,  so  shall  it  be  in  the  end  of  ibis  world.  The  Son  of 
Man  shall  send  forth  his  angels,  and  shall  gather*  out  of  his  kingdom 
all  things  that  offend,  and  them  that  do  iniquity,  and  shall  cast  them  into 
a  furnace  of  fire  ;  there  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth.”  And 
again  if  is  said,  So  shall  it  be  in  the  end  of  the  world  ;  the  angels  shall 
come  forth,  and  sever  the  wicked  from  among  the  just,  and  snail  cast 
them  into  the  furnace  of  fire ;  there  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of 
teeth.”  We  have  therefore  evidence,  which  must  exclude  all  rational 
doubt,  that  the  end,  when  Christ  shall  deliver  up  the  kingdom,  is  the 
end  of  the  world,  or  the  day  of  judgment  But, 
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IV.  What  is  implied  in  his  delivering  up  this  kingdom  ?  I  answer, 

1.  This  does  not  imply,  that  as  God,  or  one  with  the  Father,  he 
will  cease  to  reign— for  this  is  impossible  in  the  nature  of  things. 
The  acts  or  operations  of  the  ever  blessed  Trinity  are  undivided,  be¬ 
ing  produced  by  the  same  will,  the  same  power,  wisdom  and  goodness. 
Each  person  in  the  Godhead  is  the  author  of  every  divine  work  ;  be¬ 
cause  each  person  is  God,  and  the  divine  Nature  is  the  same  undivided 
principle  of  all  divine  operations.*  As,  therefore,  the  Father  did  not 
cease  to  reign,  when  the  Son  was  exalted  to  the  government  of  this 
kingdom,  so  neither  will  the  Son,  in  his  Divine  Nature,  cease  to  reign, 
when  he  shall  deliver  it  up  to  the  Father.  Nor, 

2.  Are  we  to  suppose,  that  when  he  delivers  up  this  kingdom,  he 
^  will  cease  to  reign,  as  Mediator  and  King^  over  his  redeemed  people. 

Such  a  supposition  would,  I  apprehend,  be  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  express  language  of  scripture.  Speaking  of  Christ,  as  “  the  Child 
born,  and  the  son  given,”  the  prophet  Isaiah  says,  “  Of  the  increase 
of  his  government  and  peace,  there  shall  be  no  end  upon  the  throne 
of  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it  and  establish  it  with  jus¬ 
tice  and  judgment,  from  hence  forth,  even  forever.'^'*  Predicting  the 
birth  of  the  Mediator,  the  angel  Gabriel  says,  “  The  Lord  God  shall 
give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David,  and  he  shall  reign  over 
the  house  of  Jacob  forever;,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  noend,^* 
And  the  prophet  Daniel  communicates  a  similar  idea. — “  I  saw  in  the 
night- visions,  and  behold  one  like  the  Son  of  man  came  to  the  Ancient 
of  days,  and  they,  brought  him  near  before  him  ;  and  there  was  given 
unto  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations, 
and  languages  should  serve  him ;  whose  dominion  is  an  everlasting 
dominion,  that  shall  not  pass  away;  and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall 
not  be  destroyed,^^  And  to  these  passages,  though  amply  sufficient  of 
themselves  to  decide  the  point,  we  may  add  the  attestation  of  the  Eter¬ 
nal  Father,  and  of  his  servant  John,  the  Revelator.  ‘‘  Unto  the  Son 
lie  saith,  Thy  throne,  O  God,  ik  forever  and  ever  thus  declaring 
the  perpetuity  of  his  mediatorial  kingdom  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and 
over  his  redeemed  people  to  all  eternity, And  St.  John  informs  us, 
that* when  the  “  seventh  angel  sounded,  there  were  great  voices  in 
heaven,  saying,  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ ;  andAe  shall  reign /orcTPer  and  ever  ” 

Some  have  indeed  asserted,  that  these  passages  prove  only  that 
Christ,  as  God,  or  one  with  the  Father,  will  reign  forever;  and  of 
course,  furnish  no  evidence  of  the  perpetuity  of  his  dominion  as  Me¬ 
diator.  The  very  phraseology  of  these  passages,  however,  is  a  suffi¬ 
cient  confutation  of  such  an  assertion.  No  language  can  make  it  more 
plain,  that  Christ  is  here  spoken  of  aS  Mediator.  His  very  dominion, 
which  is  declared  to  be  eybrlasting,  and  without  end,  is  expressly  said 
to  be  given  him.  If,  then,  these  passages  prove  the  perpetuity  of  his  . 
kingdom,  they  equally  prove,  I  conceive,  that  he  will  forever  reign,  at 
least  in  a  subordinate  sense,  as  Mediator  oyer  his  redeemed  people  J 
and  be  forever  the  medium  of  all  divine  communications  to  theoL 
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The  kingdom  then,  which  he  dehyers  to  the  Father,  at  the  end  of 
the  world,  must  be  that,  which  has  been  already  described  ;  in  the 
government  of  which,  he  will  not  only  put  all  his  enemies  under  his 
feet,  but  bring  all  his  chosen  people  to  the  knowledge  of  tl^  truth, 
redeem  their  bodied  from  the  dominion  of  death,  and  present  them 
unto  himself  a  glorious  church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any 
such  thing.’’ 

And  it  is  easy  to  perceive,  that  his  delivering  up  this  kingdom,  is 
perfectly  consistent  with  his  pontinuing  to  reign,  at  least  in  a  subordi¬ 
nate  sense,  over  his  redeemed  people  forever.  It  only  remains  to 
enquire, 

V.  What  will  be  the  result  of  his  delivering  up  the  kingdom. 

And  when  all  things  shall  be  subdued  unto  him,  then  shall  the  Son 
also  himself  be  subject  unto  him,  that  put  all  things  under  him,  that 
God  may  be  all  in  all.”  This,  if  I  mistake  not,  has  been  view^  by 
many,  as  the  most  ^difficult  part  of.  the  text.  For  considered  in  bis 
Divine  Nature.  Christ  is  equal  with  the  Father;  and  therefore,  in  this 
respect,  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  inferiority  or  subjection.  And 
considered  as  Man  and  Mediator,  (in  which  view  the  Apostle  is  here 
speaking  of  him,)  he  always  was  most  perfectly  subject  to  the  Father  ; 
and  of  course  can  be  no  more  so,  after  than  before,  this  kingdom  is  de¬ 
livered  up.  The  difficulty,  however,  will  perhaps  vanish,  if  we  con¬ 
sider,  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  Apostle  to  teach  us,  not  that  this 
subjection  on  the  part  of  Christ  will  be  greater,  but  only  that  there 
will  be  a  more  public  and  glorious  display  of  it  after,  than  there  was, 
or  could  be  before,  the  kingdom  is  delivered  up.  -  The  very  act  of  re¬ 
ceiving  authority  from  a  superior  power,  is  an  instance  of  subjection  ' 
in  the  recipient ;  but  the  voluntary  resignation  of  that  authority  is  a 
much  more  convincing  proof  of  the  same  subjection.  When  General 
Washington  received,  and  acted  under,  a  commission  from  Congress, 
he  was  subject  to  that  body  ;  but  when,  after  having  accomplished  the 
purposes,  for  which  he  received  his  commission,  he  returned  and  vol¬ 
untarily  resigned  it  to  the  power,  from  which  he  had  received  it,  there 
was  a  much  more  striking  and  public  manifestation  of  his  subjection, 
than  was  ever  before  made,  by  any  act  of  his  And  thus  Christ’s  re¬ 
signing  the  kingdom  to  the  Father,  will  lumish  to  the  view  of  crea¬ 
tures,  a  much  more  impressive  and  glorious  exhibition  of  his  subjec¬ 
tion,  than  was  ever  before  made.  And  while  his  subjection  will  be  thus 
manifested,  there  will,  at  the  same  time,  be  an  equally  clear  manifesta¬ 
tion,  that  **  God  is  all  in  all.”  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  apostle 
here  varies  his  phraseology.  He  had  spoken  of  this  kin^oin  as  being  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Father ;  but  he  now  uses  the  term  Theos  God  ;  by  which  I 
understand  him  to  mean  the  same  as  Theioiees^  the  Divinity  or  Godhead, 
without  any  particular  reference  to  that  mysterious  and  inefiable  dis¬ 
tinction,  which  subsists  in  the  Divine  Nature.  And  though  it  is  an 
undoubted  troth,  that  the  Godhead  has  forever  been  all  iq  all,  yet  we 
may  reasonably  suppose,  that  this  truth  will  be  much  more  clearly 
displayed  after,  than  before,  Christ  delivers  up  the  kingdom.  And  the 
very  nature  of  the  case  compels  us  to  onderstnnd  this,  as  the  idea 
which  the  Apostle  designed  to  communicate.  If  we  would  not  charge 
him  with  contradicting  the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and  scripture, 
we  must  suppose  that  when  he  says,  **  that  God  may  be  all  in  all,”  his 
meaning  is^  that  God  may  appear,  or  may  be  manifested,  to  be  ail  in  all. 
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remarks. 

'  1.  The  text,  if  rightly  explained,  instead  of  supporting,  disproves 
the  system  of  those,  who  deny  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  It  is  well 
known  that  they  have  regarded  it  as  one  of  their  strong  holds.  Their 
argument  from  it  is  this.  Christ  is  here  represented  as  inferior  to,  and 
'  dependant  on,^  the  Father  ;  delegated  by  him  to  govern  the  world,  and 
finally  as  resigning  his  delegated  authority,  and  being  subject  to  hiiQ 
from  whom  he  received  it ;  and  this,  it  is  alledged,  is  utterly  inconsis¬ 
tent  with  his  supreme  Divinity.  This  argument  derives  all  its  force, 
from  the  gratuitous  assumption,  that  there  is  but  one  nature,  in  the 
person  of  Christ.  For  there  is  certainly  “no  incongruity  in  the  idea 
of  delegated  authority  and  dominion,  when  Jesus  is  viewed”  as  the 
Mediator,  who  “  is  God  and  man,  in  two  distinct  natures,  and  one  per¬ 
son  forever.”  “  Thbse  who  maintain  this  view  of  his  person  and 
character,”  says  a  masterly  writer,  “  acknowledge  such  delegation, 
as  an  essential  article  of  their  scheme.  Believing  him  to  be  repre¬ 
sented,  in  the  scriptures,  as  voluntarily  assuming  the  form,  and  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  a  servant,  they  are  not  startled,  at  finding  this  repre¬ 
sentation,  consistently  supported  throughout.  In  perfect  harmony, 
therefore,  with  this  view  of  his  relation  to  the  Father,  they  consider 
all  that  he  did,  as  done  by  appointment,  and  all  that  he  received  ia 
his  exaltation  to  glory,  as  received  in  the  form  of  rew«ard ;  and  the 
reward  they  account  singularly  appropriate;  consisting,  as  it  does,  in 
bis  investiture,  as  Mediator,  with  the  administration  of  that  peculiar 
branch  of  the  Divine  Government,  which  has  for  its  immediate  ob- 
ject,  the  completion  of  the  glorious  efiects,  resulting  from  the  work  of 
Salvation,  which  he  finished  when  on  earth.  Admit  the  principle  of 
his  acting  in  the  scheme  of  redeeming  mercy,  in  the  voluntary  assu¬ 
med  capacity  of  a  servant,  and  all  is  plain : — instead  of  disorder,  em¬ 
barrassment  and  difliculty,  we  have  a  perfect  plan,  not  only  interesting 
in  its  design,  and  glorious  in  its*  consequences  ;  but  consistent  and 
harmonious  in  all  its  arrangements ;  well  ordered  in  all  things  and 
sure.”* 

When  therefore,  we  take  into  view  the  human  Nature,  and  mediato¬ 
rial  character  of  Christ,  the  Unitarian  argument  against  his  divinity, 
drawn  from  this  text,  vanishes  in  a  moment.  Indeed,  so  far  is  this 
text  from  affording  any  support  to  the  Unitarian  system,  that  it  furnish¬ 
es  a  powerful  argument  against  it.  That  Christ  is  here  represented 
as  delegated  by  the  Father  to  govern  the  world,  is  readily  admitted  ; 
but  “  delegation  can  confer  no  ability  for  discharging  the  duties  of  a 
delegated  office.”  A  king  may  delegate  an  infant,  or  an  idiot,  to  gov¬ 
ern  his  kingdom ;  but  it  will  not  be  pretended,  that  such  delegation 
can  impart  the  requisite  qualifications  for  government.  We  must, 
therefore,  either  acknowledge,  that  Christ  originally  possessed  the 
requisite  qualifications  for  governing  the  world,  or  else  admit,  that  the 
Father  has  delegated  him  to  an  office,  for  which  he  was  wholly  un¬ 
qualified  ;  an  admission,  which  would  involve  a  blasphemous  imputa¬ 
tion  upon  the  divine  character.'  But  if  he  possessed  the  requisite 
qualifications  for  governing  the  world,  he  must  be  a  Divine  Person. 
For,  omnipotence,  omniscience,  omnipresence,  and  infinite  rectitude 
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iire  qualifications  absolutely  necessary  in  him,  who  holds  the  reins  of 
universal  government.  To  attempt  a  formal  proof  of  this,  would  be 
wholly  superfluous.  And  these  attributes  are  divine  and  incommuni¬ 
cable.  To  suppose  that  they  can  be  imparted  to,  or  po^^sessed  and 
exercised  by,  any  mere  creature*  is  an  absurdity  and  contradiction. 
Had  Christ  possessed  only  a  created  nature,  he  would  never  have 
been  delegated  to  govern  the  world,  nor  ordained  of  God  to  be  the 
Judge  of  quick  and  dead/’  It  is  the  Divine  Nature  united  with  the 
.human,  that  qualifies  him  for  the  discharge  of  such  a  dignified  and  glo¬ 
rious  office.  ^ 

2.  In  view  of  what  has  been  advanced,  it  is  natural  to  remark,  thaf 
the  text  gives  no  countenance,  to  the  doctrine  of  universal  restoration. 
Though  the  advocates  for  this  doctrine,  have  regarded  it,  as  one  of  the 
main  pillars,  on  which  their  system  rests  ;  yet  if  the  preceding  expla¬ 
nation  be  correct,  instead  of  affording  any  support  to  the  system,  it,  by 
natural  and  necessary  consequence,  completely  overthrows  it.  Foe 
we  have  seen  that  the  kingdom,  which  Christ  delivers  up  to  the 
Father,  is  that,  in  the  administration  of  which,  he  carrier  into  effect 
the  glorious  designs  of  his  Mediation  ;  renews  the  hearts  of  sinners, 
pardons  their  sins,  sanctifies  them  by  his  grace,  and  makes  them 
meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light.”  ^hen, 
therefore,  he  delivers  up  the  kingdom,  this  work  of  sovereign  grace 
will  wholly  cease.  No  more  of  the  guilty  race  of  Adam,  will  then  be 
brought  to  the  exercise  of  that  faith,  which  alone  can  prepare  them 
for  heaven.  But  the  time,  when  Christ  will  deliver  up  the  kingdom, 

'  is  the  end  of  the  world  ;  the  solemn  period  of  the  resurrection  and 
general  Judgment.  After  that  period,  it  is  manifest  that  none  can  be 
saved  by  Christ ;  and  of  course,  equally  manifest,  that  none  can  be 
saved  at  all.  For  the  scriptures  reveal  no  other  way  of  salvation,  biit 
fireely  by  the  grace  of  God,  through  the  redemption,  that  is  in  Jesus 
Christ.  And  the  Bible  abundantly  teaches  us,  and  those,  who  em¬ 
brace  the  doctrine  of  universal  restoration,  explicitly  admit,  that  all 
will  not  be  saved  at  the  day  of  judgment ;  and  this  is,  in  effect,  admit¬ 
ting  that  they  will  never  be  saved.  For  if,  after  t^at  kingdom  is  de¬ 
livered  up,  in  the  administration  of  which  alone,  pardoning  mercy  is 
dispensed,  they  are  compelled  to  depart  accursed  into  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels,  their  case  must  be  completely 
hopeless.  For  them  there  will  be  no  Mediator  ;  for  them  there  wiU 
.  remain  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for,  of 
judgment,  and  fiery  indignation  to  devour  the, adversaries.  Let  sinners 
then,  instead  of  flattering  themselves  with  the  hopes  of  repenting,  and 
obtaining  forgiveness  in  the  future  world,  immediately  submit  to  the 
government  of  Christ,  and  accept  the  offers  of  his  mercy.  *  **  Kiss  the 
Son,  lest  ye  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  it 
kindled  but  a  little.  Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trust  in  him.’’ 
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Having,  in  a  former  number,  given  a  general  fiew  tf  the  lair  of  the 
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cities  of  refuge,  my  object  in  this,  is  to  point  out  several  partieulart, 
In  which  the  unhappy  manslayer  and  the  cities  of  refuge,  provided 
for  his  relief,  may  be  considered  as  representing  the  case  of  sinners, 
and  the  gospel  refuge,  provided  for  them. 

1.  Let  the  case  of  the  manslayer  be  contemplated  as  representing 
the  case  of  guilty  sinners.  There  are,  indeed,  some  important  par¬ 
ticulars  in  the  two  cases,  which  will  not  admit  of  comparison.  The 
manslayer  who  was  entitled  to  refuge,  in  one  of  these  cities,  was  not 
in  fact  guilty^  of  any  crime,  which  rendered  him  worthy  of  that  death, 
from  which  he  there  sought  protection.  Though  he  had  killed  his 
neighbor,  he  had  done  it  unintentionally,  and  without  any  previous 
malice,  which  led  him  to  tl\e  act.  He  was  not,  in  fact,  a  murderer. 
Of  course,  he  did  not  fly  to  the  city  of  refuge,  to  secure  to  himself  a 
pardon  and  protection  from  avenging  justice.  When  tried,  if  found 
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  city,  he  was  acquitted,  or  justified,  on  the 
ground  of  law ;  and  admitted  to  the  protection  of  the  city,  as  not  be¬ 
ing  worthy  of  death  for  the  cause,  for  which  he  was  pursued  by  the 
avenger  of  blood.  The  situation  of  sinners  is  different.  The  aven¬ 
ger  pursues  them  in  a  case,  in  which  they  really  deserve  to  die.  They 
are  guilty  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  in  the  view  of  his  holy  law.  They 
are  worthy  of  death.  If  the  avenger  overtake  them  and  cut  them 
down,  they  will  suffer  no  undeserved  evil.  If  they  find  a  refuge  from 
the  impending  storm,  they  must  find  it  in  the  way  of  pardon  and  grace. 
¥et  there  are  some  circumstances,  which  may  well' compare  in  the 
respective  cases.  The  manslayer  had  done  that,  which  had  exposed 
him  to  death,  if  the  avenger  should  overtake  him.  The  law  made  no 
provision  for  his  protection,  in  any  other  way  than  that  of  his  reach¬ 
ing  the  city  of  refuge.  No  friend  could  lawfully  interpose  and  afford 
him  protection,  if  the  avenger  came  near.  All  that  friends  could  law¬ 
fully  do, in  the  case,  was,  to  urge  him  onward  in  his  flight,  and  hasten 
him  to  the  refuge  provided.  Sinners,  too,  have  done  that,  by  which 
they  are.exposed  to  death — not  merely  temporal  but  eternal  death. 
The  manslayer  was  contemplated  by  the  avenger  as  a  transgressor  and 
a  murderer.  Sinners  are  indeed  transgressors.  If  they  are  not  actu¬ 
al  murderers,  yet  they  are  possessed  of  a  wicked  disposition.  They 
are  represented,  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  hateful  and  hating  one  an¬ 
other.  And  an  apostle  has  said,  He  that  hateth  his  brother  is  a  mur¬ 
derer.  The  temper  of  his  heart  is  a  murderous  temper.  And  to 
what  would  this  reasoning  lead,  if  we  should  apply  it  to  those  who 
tale  God  ?  It  would  certainly  confirm  the  declaration  of  the  apostle, 
that  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  him.’’  These  are  indeed 
heavy  charges,  which  are  preferred  against  our  sinful  race.  But 
they  are -scriptural  charges — God  brings  them — and  they  are  but  top 
well  supported  by  the  conduct  of  mankind.  It  certainly  does  appear, 
from  their  conduct,  that  they  are  lovers  of  their  own  selves,  and  haters 
of  others.  What  is  it  but  this,  that  leads  men  to  bite  and  devour  each 
other  ?  What  but  this,  leads  them  to  defame,  and  defraud,  and  op¬ 
press?  What  but  this,  leads  to  innumerable  actual  murders — to  mas¬ 
sacres — to  wars  and  fightings  ?  What  but  this,  has  rendered  our  guilty 
world  an  Aceldama,  a  field  of  blood,  from  the  earliest  times  ?  What  but 
this,  has  stimulated  to  blood  and  carnage,  and  made  the  earth,  a  sepul¬ 
chre  of  slaughtered  millions  ?  Alas !  while  poor  deluded  men  look 
Oft  with  cool  irndifforence,  and  behold  the  deluge  of  misery,  in  which 
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such  multitudes  are  overwhelmed  ; — ^yea,  while  they  tune  their  harps 
and  voices  to  celebrate  the  valorous  deeds  of  mighty  conquerors,  and 
unite  to  enroll  their  names  in  the  archive»  ef  fame — the  immutable 
law — the  stern,  inflexible  justice  of  the  eternal  Jehovah  pronounces 
a  different  sentence,  and  writes  them  murderers.  Such  being  the 
character  of  guilty  nian,  the  avenger  of  blood,  the  justice  of  God,  pur¬ 
sues  him.  If  this  avenger  overtake  him,  before  he  reaches  a  place  of 
safety,  he  dies.  No  deliverer  *can  save  him.  No  one  can,  by  any 
means,  redeem  his  brother,  or  give  to  God  a  ransom.  All  that  friend¬ 
ship  can  do  is  to  assist  and  ^ge  -his  flight  to  a  place,  where  protection 
may  be  obtained. 

But,  there  is  still  another  view,  in  which  the  cases  of  the  poor 
manslayer,  and  that  of  the  sinner  will  admit  of  comparison,  provided 
they  both  contemplate  things  correctly.  The  poor  man,  who  has 
casually  slain  his  neighbor,  has,  by  the  unhappy  event,  plunged  a  tel- 
low  creature,  and  it  may  be  wholly  unprepared,  into  the  eternal  world, 
and  filled  the  hearts  of  many  surrounding  relatives  with  the  deepest 
sorrow.  Perhaps,  too,  though  be  cannot  accuse  himself  of  any  mali- 
cious  intent,  the  melancholy  event  has  been  owing  to  inattention,  or 
neglect,  or  want  of  suitable  care.  His  own  family  and  connexions, 
also,  are  overwhelmed  in  sorrow,  by  his  untimely  flight ;  a  sorrow, 
increased  by  the  uncertainty,  whether  he  .will  be  able  to  reach  the 
city  of  refuge,  before  the  pursuing  avenger  shall  overtake  him  ;  and 
by  the  still  more  dreadful  uncertainty,  it  may  be,  whether  he  shall  be 
found  entitled  to  a  refuge,  should  he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive  in  safety* 
Let  the  poor  fugitive  contemplate  all  these  things  rightly,  and  must  he 
not  be  greatly  distressed  ?  Will  he  not  say,  alas  !  that  1  should  be 
instrumental  in  plunging  so  many  fellow  creatures  into  wretchedness ! 
The  wife,  the  children,  the  parents  of  my  deceased  neighbor,  witti 
what  unutterable  anguish  are  they  filled !  And  what  curses  do  they 
heap  on  my  wretched  head,  for  having  deprived  them  of  their  friend  I 
Alas,  too,  my  own  family,  with  what  griel  must  their  'hearts  wring, 
that  I  should  be  thus  forced  to  fly  from  them  ;  also,  lest  I  should  not 
reach  the  place  of  safety  ;  and,  what  is  still  inconceivably  worse,  lest 
1  should  indeed  have  been  guilty  of  the  inhuman  murder  oi  my  neigh¬ 
bor  I  Must  not  such  be  the  reflections  of  this  unhappy  man  ?  And 
must  they  not  fill  his  soul  with  anguish  ?  Besides,  he  is  himself  un¬ 
certain,  whether  he  shall  reach  the  city.  The  avenger  of  olood  may 
be  at  no  great  distance  behind  him,  and  perhaps  is  gaining  upon  him,  at 
every  step.  Already,  it  may  be,  he  grows  weary  in  his  race,  and  ia 
fearful,  lest  the  avenger  should  arrest  him  in  his  flight,  and  cut  him  off. 
Fearful,  too,  perhaps  after  all,  whether  some  evidence  will  not  ap¬ 
pear,  which  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  to  condemn  him.  Surely,  hii 
state  must  be  one  of  great  anxiety  and  distress.  But,  let  the  sinner  bd 
brought  to  a  proper  sense  of  his  real  situation,  and  how  mqch  more 
dreadful  must  be  his  anxiety  and  distress  ?  What  has  the  poor  man- 
slayer  done,  by  this  one  inadvertent  act,  to  plunge  his  fellow  creature#' 
in  wretchedness,  in  comparison  with  what  he  h^  done,  whose  whold 
life  has  been  rebellion  against  God  ?  Indeed,  there  are  many  specific 
hinds  of  wickedness,  which  directly  produce  immense  misery  in  the 
world,  and  must  consequently  be  a  source  of  great  anxiety,  if  rightly 
contemplated  by  the  perpetrators.  Look  at  the  mighty  conqueror  of 
kingdoms,  whose  amhiliM  tspires  U  uiverssji  dtsuittiM;  and  wht. 
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in  reaching  ambition’s  giddy  height,  actually  murders  multitudes  of  his 
fellow  men,  multiplying  wretched  widows  and  hapless  orphans  at  eve- 
.  ry  movement,  and  filling  the  hearts  of  parents^  and  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  with  anguish,  for  the  loss  of  children  and  brothers  slain.  If  it 
wodld  become  the  poor  manslayer,  who  had  casually  killed  a  neigh¬ 
bor,  and  by  this  accident  plunged  a  few  families  into  sorrow,  to  be 
deeply  grieved  in  view  of  such  an  event  ;  how  would  it  become  the 
murderer  of  thousands  and  millions  of  his  fellow  creatures  to  feel,  in 
view  of  all  the  misery,  which  was  the  dread^l  effect  of  his  crimes  ? 
It  is  not  every  sinner,  however,  who  has  been  the  immediate  author 
of  such  immense  misery.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  this  should  be  the 
case,  in  order,  that  the  evils  of  sin  may  appear.  We  need  not  trace 
the  progress  of  armies,  led  on  by  murderous  ambition  and  cruelty,  to 
discover  these  dreadful  effects.  We  need  not  look  into  the  mourning 
family,  who  have  been  bereaved  of  some  beloved  friend,  by  an  inhu¬ 
man  deed  of  murder.  No,  rather  go  to  the  house  of  the  man,  who 
has  yielded  himself  up  a  victim  to  intemperance.  Go  to  the  house  of 
the  foolish  man,  whose  scanty  sustenance  has  been  swindled  from  him 
at  the  gambling  table.  Go  to  the  dwelling  of  the  half  fed,  and  half 
clothed  poor,  on  whom  the  iron  hand  of  oppression  and  extortion  have 
been  laid.  .  Go  where  the  vile  seducer  has  betrayed  female  innocence  j 
and  then  say,  whether  misery  is  not  the  fruit  of  sin,  and  whether  sin¬ 
ners,  viewing  themselves  rightly,  should  not  be  plunged  deep  into 
penitential  sorrow.  If  this  is  not  enough  to  convince  you.  Go  back  to 
Mount  Calvary,  and  behold  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  dying  to  atone  for 
your  offences,  and  there  learn  the  evil  of  sin  ;  and  unless  your  hearti 
are  adamant,  let  them  Break. 

But  even  this  is  not  all  that  may  justly  distress  the  miserable  sin¬ 
ner,  whild  his  sins  remain  unpardoned.  No,  he  stands  condemned 
by  God’s  righteous  law  to  endless  burnings.  The  justice  of  a  holy 
God  pursues  him.  His  own  conscience  awake  makes  him  a  terror  to 
himself.  Death  stands  before  his  door  Wherever  he  turns,  he  be¬ 
holds  objects  ready  to  rise  up,  at  the  slightest  intimation  from  Gpd,  to 
cut  asunder  the  thread  of  life,  and  place  him  where  the  worm  dieth 
not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched.  How  can  he  but  tremble  and  be 
afraid  ?  Careless,  stupid  sinners,  indeed,  cast  off  fe^  and  restrain 
prayer.  They  even  sometimes  sport  themselves  with  tbe^alarms  of 
others,  perhaps  less  guilty  than  themselves.  But  could  they  live  and 
conduct  in  this  manner,  had  they  Just  views  of  their  own  real  situa¬ 
tion  ?  Could  they  thus  live,  did  fhey  but  see  their  exceeding  sinful¬ 
ness,  the  awful  depravity  of  their  own  hearts?  Did  they  realize^ 
that  the  wrath  of  God  abides  on  them,  and  that  eternal  justice  is  rea¬ 
dy  to  sink  them  to  hell  ?  Could  they  then  feel  easy  ?  Rather  would 
they  not  be  filled  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  and  cry  out,  with  the 
trembling  jailor,  “  What  must  we  do  to  be  saved  ?” 

2.  The  city  of  refuge  presented  the  manslayer  a  sure  protection 
from  the  avenger  of  blood,  if  he  could  but  reach  the  city,  unless  he 
should  afterwards  be  proved  guilty  of  murder,  or  leave  his  place  of 
refiige.  Within  the  bounds  of  the  city  of  his  refuge,  the  avenger 
might  not  pursue,  or  kill  him.  Here  he  was  in  sale  guard.  So  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  a  sure  refuge^  for  all  who  flee  to  him  for  safety. 
Hither  the  poor  guilty  sinner  may  run  and  find  security  In  Mount 
ZtOD>  there  is  deliverance^  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  towerr 
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into  which,  even  siDners  may  run,  penitently  and  believtngly^  and  be 
safe.  The  avenger  of  blood/ the  curses  of  the  divine  law,  the  stern 
justice  of  God,  no  longer  pursues  the  soul,  who  has  run  to  this  strong 
tower  ;  who  has  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set  before 
him.'  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of. God  is  not  condemned.  He  is 
set  free  from  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law.  “  For  there  is 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk  not 
after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  spirit.”  And  being  delivered  from  the 
sentence  of  the  law,  who  shall  condemn  them  ?  And  having  the  Lord 
for  their  friend  and  refuge,  who  shall  do  them  harm?  While  out  of 
this  refuge,  indeed,  not  only  does  the  justice  ot  God  pursue  them,  but 
Satan,  their  grand  adversary,  also  haunts  their  souls,  to.  take  them. 
But  having  once  entered  this  city  of  refuge,  and  abiding  there,  the 
Devil  himself  can  do  them  no  essential  injury.  Indeed,  they  are  in 
entire  safe  guard. .  As,  saith  the  apostle,  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  God’s  elect  ?  It  is  God  that  justifleth.  Who  is  he  that 
condemnetb  ?  It  is  Christ  that  d^^d  ;  yea,  rather,  that  is  risen  again, 
who  is  even  at  the  right  band  of  God,  who  also  maketh  intercession 
for  us.  Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ  ?  Shall  tribu¬ 
lation,  or  distress,  or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  sword  ?  Nay,  in  all 
these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  us, 
and  died  for  us.  And  God  has  been  pleased  to  give  assurance  to  those 
who  take  refuge  in  Jesus,  that  he  will  be  an  enemy  to  their  enemies, 
and  an  adversary  to  their  adversaries  ;  and  that  he  will  keep  them  in 
peace,  and  preserve  them  from  evil.  Who,  then,  is  be  that  shall  harm 
them  ? 

3.  The  cities  of  refuge  were  open  to  all,  who  might  be  so  unfor¬ 
tunate  as' unintentionally  to  kill  his  neighbor.  They  were  to  be  a 
refuge  for  th^  stranger,  who  sojourned  in  the  land,  as  well  as  for  the 
Israelite.  The  provision  wa»fbr  every  one,  who  lived  in  the  land  of 
Israel,  who  should  happen  to  kill  his  neighbor.  To  every  such  per¬ 
son,  there  was  a  virtual  invitation,  ‘  Come  And  refuge  here.’  -do  Jesus 
Christ  is  a  refuge  for  all  who  coiue  to  him.  The  atonement  which  he 
made,  is  adequate  to  atone  for  all  sin.  He  is  a  protection,  not  for  our 
sins  only,  but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  He  tasted  death  for 
every  man.  God  gave  his  only  begotten  son,  that  whosoever  belies 
vetb  in  him  might  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  Even  the 
chief  of  sinners  will  as  readily  find  a  refuge  here,  as  less  atrocious 
offenders.  For,  said  Paul,  It  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation,  that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  of 
whom  I  am  chief.”  *  Accordingly  we  find,  that  invitations  are  addres¬ 
sed  to  sinners,  universally.  As  before  observed,  a  virtual  invitation 
was  addressed  to  every  manslayer  in  Israel,  to  fly  to  the  city  of  refuge. 
The  institution  itself  must  be  considered  as  holding  out  such  an  invita¬ 
tion.  Whenever  a  man  bad  casually  slain  bis  neighbor,  recollecting 
this  institution,  he  might  Justly  consider  himself,  as  addressed  with, 

Make  haste  hither.”  But  sinners  have  something  more  than  a  vir¬ 
tual  invitation.  To  them  the  invitation  is  plainly,  explicitly,  and  most 
affectionately  addressed.  **  In  the  last,  that  great  day  of  the  feast, 
Jesus  stood  and  cried,  saying.  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto 
me  and  driok.”  In  another  place,  he  says,  Behold  I  stand  at  the 
door  and  knock  I  If  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I 
trill  come  in  to  feuai  and  sup  with  him^  and  he  with  me.”  in  another. 
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“  Ho  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters  !”  ‘And  in  an¬ 
other,  “  Whosoever  will,  let  4iim  take  the  water  of  life  freely.” 
These  are  all  invitations  to  come  unto  Christ  as  the  refuge  and  Saviour 
of  sinners.  And  they  are  addressed  indiscriminately  to  all.  The 
salvation  of  the  gospel,  therefore,  is  as  free  tor  every  sinner,  as  the- 
cities  of  refuge  in  Israel  were,  for  the  ina^vertant  manslayer. 

4.  The  way  to  the  city  of  refuge  was  made  plain,  and  there  were 
Way-marks  at  every  turn,  to  guide  the  fugitive  to  the  place  of  his  des¬ 
tination.  So  the  way  to  the  gospel  refuge  is  exceedingly  plain.  Said 
the  prophet  Isaiah,  with  reference  to  gospel  times  and  privileges, 
“  An  high  way  shall  be  there,  and  a  way  ;  it  shall  be  called  the  way  of 
holiness  ;  the  unclean  shall  not  pass  ever  it ;  but  it  shall  be  for  those  ; 
the  way-faring  man,  though  a  fool,  shall  not  err  therein.”  It  shaU  be 
called  the  way  of  holiness.  Holiness  includes  all  those  exercises  of 
heart,  which  the  law  of  God  requires,  and  which  also  the  gospel  re¬ 
quires  of  sinners.  it  includes,  particularly,  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  repentance  for  sin,  humility,  meekness,  submission  to' the  will 
of  God,  forgiveness  of  injuries,  and  all  similar  graces.  ‘It  also  in¬ 
cludes  a  walk  and  conversation  conformed  to  such  a  temper,  and  to 
the  prcepts  of  the  gospel.  This  is  the  straight  and  plain  way,  in 
which,  if  a  sinner  is  brought  to  walk,  he  finds  r*efuge  in  Christ.  Be¬ 
sides,  there  are  guides  with  respect  to  this  way.  The  principal  one  is 
the  Bible  ;  those  Scriptures,  which  were  given  by  inspiration  of  God, 
and  which  were  able  to  make  men  wdse  unto  salvation,  through  faith 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  If  a  poor  manslayer,  on  his  way  to  the  city 
of  refuge,  came  to  a  place,  where  a  number  of  ways  presented  to  his 
view!,  and  where  he  might  be  ready  to  doubt,  which  was  the  right  way, 
he  had  only  to  look  to  the  guide-post,  or  way-mark,  and  he  was  at  once 
informed.  So  if  sinners  w  ould  find  refuge  in  Jesus,  and  are  ever  at  a 
loss,  which  is  the  way,  they  have  only  ^o  consult  the  oracles  of  God, 
and  they  may  soon  find  the  needful  instruction,  “  This  is  the  way, 
walk  ye  in  it.”  In  the  precepts  of  the  gospel,  in  the  example  of  holy 
men,  and  in  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  may  find  direction,  with 
respect  to  the  path  of  duty  and  safety,  in  all  circumstances,  in  which 
they  can  be  placed.  Ministers  of  the  gospel,  too,  are  placed  in  the 
situation  of  guides.  They  are  the  servants  of  the  most  high  God,  who 
show  unto  men  the  way  of  salvation.  They  are,  however,  but  subor¬ 
dinate  guides.*  Their  business  is  not  to  open,  or  point  out,  any  new 
way,  but  merely  to  assist  men  in  finding  the  way,  which  is  delineated 
in  the  scriptures.  They  are  confined  entirely  to  the  rules  there  pre¬ 
scribed  ;  ^to  the  way  which  is  there  opened.  If  they  turn  aside  from 
this  way,  they  become  blind  guides.  If  they  speak  not  according  to 
this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them.  But  while  they 
preach  the  gospel  in  simplicity  and  purity,  they  act  as  guides  to  the 
city  of  refuge  ;  “  the  hope  set  before  i^s.”  »  So  other  books,  besides  the 
Bible,  so  far  as  the  instruction  they  contain  is  agreeable  to  truth,  are 
subordinate  and  useful  guides  to  the  gospel  refuge.  Thus,  as  it  was 
with  the  Israelitish  city  of  refuge,  so  it  is  with,  that,  which  the  gospel 
presents.  The  way  is  plain,  and  there  are  guides  at  every  turn. 

6.  The  manslayer,  to  be  benefitted  by  the  city  of  refuge,  must  flee 
thither  and  enter  it.  It  was  nothing  to  him,  that  a  refuge  was  provi¬ 
ded,  unless  be  would  escape  to  it.  If  be  remained  at  the  placd  where 
|ie  had  slain  hia  neighbor  *,  if  be  abode  in  his  own  house  in  any  ether 
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city ;  ©P  if  hQ  loitered  on  the  road  until  the  avenger  of  blood  found 
him,  the  city  of  refuge  would  avail  him  nothing.  The  privileges  of  • 
the  city  did  not  reach  beyond  its  walls.  However  .near  the  slayer 
might  approach,  if  he  entered  not  within  the  gate,  he  found  no  refuge 
there.  So  it  is  with  respect  to  that  glorious  refuge,  which  is  revealed 
in  the  gospel,  for  perishing  sinners.  Though  a  Saviour  is  provided, . 
and  presented  to  their  view  in  the  gospel,  they  must  yet  perish  in  their 
sins,  unless  they  actually  fly,  by  repentance  and  faith,  to  this  all  sufii- 
cient  Saviour.  Though  an  atonement  is  made,  and  a  way  opened,  in 
which  God  can  pardon  and  save  all,  who  come  unto  him  by  Jesus 
Christ ;  yet  those  who  refuse,  or  neglect  to  come,  can  no  more  be  ben- 
efitted  by  this  Saviour,  than  the  manslayer  in  Israel  would  be  benefit- 
ted  by  the  city  of  refuge,  unless  he  entered  within  its  walls.  He  cim 
BO  more  be  saved,  than  if  no  Saviour  had  been  provided.  This  idea 
should  come  home  to  the  feelings  and  consciences  of  those,  who  are 
hoping  for  future  happiness,  on  the  ground,  merely,  that  a  Saviour  has 
been  provided ;  that  he  has  made  an  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world  ;  and  that  salvation  is  offered  to  all.  On  the  ground  of 
these  things,  merely,  some  are  ready  to  conclude,  that  all  will  be  sa¬ 
ved.  If  the  provision  is  thus  great,  they  are  ready  to  ask,  why  shall 
not  the  salvation  be  universal  ?  And  some,  it  is  to  be  feared,  repose 
in  security  on  this  ground.  But  how  would  this  have  answered  in  Is¬ 
rael,  in  the  case  of  the  manslayer:  A  city  of  refuge,  says  he,  is  pro¬ 
vided.  And  why  provided,  unless  its  benefits  shall  extend  to  all  ?  To  . 
what  purpose  is  it  unless  it  protect  me  ?  Reasoning  in  this  manner,  be 
makes  himself  feel  easy,  and  takes  no  measures  to  flee  to  the  city. 
By  and  by  the  avenger  finds  him,  and  he  dies.  Now,  is  it  the  fault  of 
the  institution,  on  which  he  depended,  that  this  man  dies  ?  Let  the 
case  be  applied.  Here  is  an  impegitent  sinner.  He  is  told  that  he  is 
in  danger,  and  he  is  urged  to  mafte  his  escape  to  the  city  of  refuge, 
the  Saviour  of  souls.  He  replies,  atonement  is  made  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world.  Salvation  is  provided  and  freely  offered.  And  to  what  pur¬ 
pose  is  all  this,  unless  I  am  certainly  ih  be  saved  ?  I  shall  surely  do 
well  enough.  Of  course,  he  gives  himself  no  concern  about  securing 
an  interest  in  Christ.  By  and  by,  his  season  of  probation  closes,  and 
he  perishes  forever.  Is  it  the  fault  of  the  provisions  of  the  gospel, 
that  this. man  perishes  ?  Surely  no.  The  manslayer  in  the  case  sup¬ 
posed,  dies,  because  he  would  not  flee  to  a  city  of  refuge.  The  sinner 
perishes,  because  he  will  not  come  unto  Christ,  that  he  might  have 
life.  The  truth  is,  it  is  just  as  necessary,  that  sinners  should  repent 
and  believe  the  gospel,  in  order  to  salvation,  as  it  was  that  atone¬ 
ment  should  be  made.  It  is  as  necessary  that  men  should  repent,  as  it 
would  have  been,  if  their  salvation  had  been  suspended  on  their  re¬ 
pentance  alone,  without  any  atonement.  The  atonement  itself  changes 
no  man's  heart.  The  atonement  itself  brings  no  man  into  a  state  of 
salvation.  It  indeed  opens  the  door ;  but  that  sinners  may  receive  the 
benefit,  they  must  enter  in.  If  the  avenger  overtake  them,  while  out 
of  Christ,  they  must  still  perish  in  their  sins.  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he.  gave  his  only  begotten  son,  (hat  whosoever  believeth 
on  him’’ — mark  the  expression,  for  it  is  important  that  it  should  be 
understood  and  received ;  it  is  not,  that  rnen  might  be  saved^  whether 
they  believe  or  not ;  but  that  whosoever  believeth  on  him  might  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,”  The  provisions  of  the  gospel  go 
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DO  farther  than  to  provide  a  way,  in  which  every  one  who  believeth  in 
Jesus,  may  have  everlasting  life.  Hence,  notwithstanding  all  that  the 
'  Saviour  has  done,  it  is  still  declared,  it  is  even  his  own  declaration,  He 
that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned, 

'  6.  After  the  manslayer  had  received  his  final  trial,  and  been  resto¬ 
red  to  the  city  of  his  refuge,  his  security  still  depended  on  his  abiding 
there.  If  he  ventured  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  until  after  the 
death  of  the  high  priest  then  in  office,  he  was  still  liable  to  be  slain  by 
the  avenger  of  blood.  And  so  it  is,  with  respect  to  the  refuge,  which 
sinners  find  in  Jesus.  It  is  not  enough,  that  they  begin  well;  break 
off  immoral  habits  ;  and  pay  some  attention  to  the  externals  of  reli¬ 
gion.  It  is  not  enough,  that  they  once  exercise  faith  in  Christ,  and  re¬ 
pentance  for  sin.  In  whatever  manner  they  commence  a  religious 
course,  if  they  afterwards  renounce  it,  and  return  again  to  the  paths  of 
wickedness,  it  is  all  in  vain.  The  last  state  of  such  an  one  is  worse 
than  the  first.  The  sinnbr,  who  would  truly  enter  into  the  gospel  re¬ 
fuge,  must  heartily  and  entirely  give  himself  up  to  the  service  of 
Christ.  He,  who  truly  believes  to  the  saving  of  his  soul,  “  holds  on 
his  way,^^  The  life  which  he  lives  in  the  flesh,  he  lives  by  faith  on 
the  Son  of  God.  Said  our  Lord  to  his  disciples,  I  am  the  vine,  ye 
are  the  branches.”  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  1  in  him,  the  same 
bringeth  forth  much  fruit ;  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.”  “  If  a 
man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast  forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered.” 
And  again,  **  If  ye  abide  in  my  words,  then  are  ye  my  disciples,  in¬ 
deed.”  He  also  tells  us,  He  that  putteth  his  hand  to  the  plough, 
and  looketh  back,  is  not  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  as.neces&ary  to  our  security  in  Christ,  that  we  abide  in  him,  as  it 
was  to  the  manslayer  in  Israel,  that  he  should  abide  in  the  city  of  his 
i?efuge. 

7.  The  manslayer,  who  had  acdfle«tally  slain  his  neighbor,  unless 
he  apprehended  himself  to  be  in  some  danger,  could  hardly  be  expec¬ 
ted  to  flee  to  a  city  of  refuge.  If  he  were  unconscious  of  having  done 
the  deed,  or  had  no  apprehension  of  any  kinsman’s  resentment,  or 
could  make  himself  believe,  that  he  was  more  secure  in  some  other 
place,  no  one  would  see  him  hastening  to  the  city.  In  such  a  case,  if 
his  friends  were  alarmed  for  him,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  convince 
him  ol  his  danger,  and  urge  his  flight.  For,  no  one  would  fly,  unless 
he  were  convinced,  that  it  was,  at  least,  the  best,  if  not  the  only  means, 
of  his  safety.  So  it  is  in  the  case  of  sinners.  So  long  as  they  enter¬ 
tain  a  favorable  opinion  of  themselves,  and  have  such  slight  convictions 
of  sin  as  they  can  easily  bear ;  so  long  as  they  can  flatter  themselves 
with  the  hope  of  escaping  the  vengeance  of  the  divine  law  ;  so  long  as 
'  they  encourage  themselves  with  the  secresy  oi  sin  by  the  exa  aple  o£ 
the  multitude  around  them ;  by  the  hope  of*  a  long  life  ;  by  presuming 
on  the  mercy  of  God  ;  or  by  their  own  good  doings,  their  privileges 
or  their  reputation  ;  or  so  long  as  they  can  still  the  voice  of  conscience, 
with  business,  fashionable  amusements,  and  sensual  indulgence,  they 
will  not  fly  to  the  Saviour,  as  their  only  refuge.  In  order  to  this,  they 
must  be  deeply  convinced  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  of  their  own  ex¬ 
ceeding  sinfulness ;  a  dreadlul  sound  of  vengeance  must  be  in  their 
ears,  and  take  effect;  they  must  feel  that  in  themselves  they  are  unr 
done,  and  that  all  other  refuges  must  forever  fail.  Then  they  may  en- 
(^uire,  in  earnest,  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved*  Then  the  s^vatiois 
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of  the  gospel  presented  to  their  view,  may  appear  unspeakably  impor¬ 
tant.  Then  may  they  cast  away  their  transgressions,  renounce  their 
own  righteousness  as  filthy  rags,  and  ca^t  themselves  at  the  feet  of  Je¬ 
sus.  While  sinners  remain  in  a  state  of  careless  security,  therefore, 
one  thing  of  primary  importance  must  be,  to  convince  them  of  their 
moral  ruin,  their  guilt  and  their  danger ;  and  that  there  is  no  way  of 
escape  for  them,  but  in  flying  to  the  Saviour. 

MBNO. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

THE  FIRST  MONDAY  IN  MARCH  1825. 

Mr.  Editor, — Knowing  this  to  be  the  day  generally  set  apart  by 
Christians,  for  prayer  and  suppucation  in  behalf  of  the  world,  1  began 
to  reflect  upon  the  scene  naturally  presented.  As  I  reflected,  I  seem¬ 
ed  to  rise,  till  nothing  obstructed  my  view,  or  clouded  the  prospect-— 
and  when  I  found  myself  in  a  situation  to  take  a  clear  and  impartial 
survey  of  the  human  race,  my  feelings  were  such  as  1  am  entirely  una¬ 
ble  to  describe  What  mingled  emotions  of  pleasure,  pain,  hope,  joy 
and  anxiety  did  I  experience,  in  beholding  the  difierent  classes  of 
men — their  opinions  and  the  apparent  motives  of  their  conduct !  The 
present,  past  and  future  so  rushed  upon  my  mind,  that  I  must  have  re¬ 
tired  without  giving  you  any  account  of  my  speculations,  had  not  my 
feelings  shortly  subsided  into  a  calm  and  deliberate  mood.  The  very 
thought,  that  Christians  were  every  where  assembling  to  pray  for  the 
reformation  and  salvation  of  the  word,  led  me  to  cast  a  pitying  and 
wishful  look  upon  the  object  for  which  prayer  was*  to  be  made. 
(For  you  know.  Sir,  when  a  poor  family  requests  the  prayers  of  the 
church,  on  account  of  deep  affliction  by  sickness  and  death,  that  our 
thoughts,  and  feelings  of  sympathy  enter  at  once  into  the  dwellings  of 
distress.)  The  inhabitants  of  the  earth  presented  an  object  of  vast 
importance,  and  of  the  highest  interest^  Though  assuming  the  station 
of  a  Spectator,  I  could  by  no  means  remain  indifferent  to  the  scenes 
before  me  ;  and  the  more  1  looked  the  more  1  saw  to  affect  the  heart. 

I  beheld  about  500,000,000  of  pagans  spread  over  a  large  portion 
of  Asia,  Africa,  South  America — over  the  Asiatic  Islands,  those  of  the 
South  Sea,  or  pacific,  on  the  west  and  north,  bowing  down  to  idols 
which  their  own  hands  had  made,  or  paying  a  blind  devotion  to  those 
objects  which  have  no  power  to  save  them.  In  one  point  of  observa¬ 
tion  were  to  be  seen  va^t  multitudes  crowding  their  idol  temples,  or 
expecting  to  cleanse  away  their  pollution  in  the  waters  of  the  Ganges. 
In  another,  might  be  seen  some  casting  themselves,  as  a  voluntary  sac¬ 
rifice  under  the  car  of  Juggarnaut — widows  burning  upon  the  luneral 
piles  of  their  husbands— infants  cast  to  the  Aligators  amd  Sharks — the 
blind  devotee  tormenting  himself  to  atone  for  sin,  or  to  obtain  an  emi¬ 
nent  degree  of  piety — human  sacrifices  made  to  appease  their  Gods-^ 
wizzards  and  witches  consulted — evil  spirits  revered  and  supplica¬ 
ted— a  chilling  and  polluting  scheme  of  philosophy  or  morality  adop¬ 
ted  and  adhered  to.  1  beheld,  also,  about  90,000,000  of  Mahometans, 
inhabiting  a  large  portion  of  the  eastern  continent,  blindly  devoted  to 
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a  cruel  impostor,  and  immense  numbers  sacrificing  their  substaace, 
their  domestic  enjoyments,  if  not  their  lives  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
temple  of  Mecca.  10,000,000  of  jews  were  also  to  be  seen,  scattered 
among  all  nations,  and  still  markedout  by  the  righteous  displeasure *of 
God,  ks  those  who  reject  the  true  Messiah  and  only  Saviour  of  sinners. 

The  oceans,  seas  and  lakes  were  also  white  with  the  canvass  of 
different  nations,  swollen  by  the  breezes  of  Heaven  and  moving  on¬ 
ward,  in  various  directions  from  clime  to  clime,  and  from  one  part  of 
the  globe  to  another.  Here  was  presented  a  vast  multitude  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  who  dwell  upon  the  great  deep,  and  are  in  a  measure  excluded 
from  religious  privileges. 

Not  only  were  many  tribes  of  savages  to  be  seen  living  in  the  midst 
of  a  christianized  people  without  the  means  of  grace,  but  immense 
numbers  of  our  fellow  creatures  held  in  perpetual  slavery,  (they  and 
their  offspiing,)  and  many  of  them  not  only  ignorant,  but  intentionally 
kept  ignorant,  even  of  the  way  of  salvation  through  Jems  Christ. 

Then  again  the  heart  was  pained  with.the  view  of  the  superstitions 
and  abuses  ot  Christianity  by  a  large  portion  of  those  Who  have  pro¬ 
fessed  the  Christian  name. 

Various  schemes  of  wickedness  and  cruelty  were  likewise  visible- 
such  as  desolating  wars,  piracy  and  the  traffic  in  human  beings,  and 
were  carried  forward  by  systematic  and  extensive  operations.  Indeed, 
if  1  were  to  give  a  particular  account  of  the  dissipation  and  crime  that 
prevail  in  the  world,  from  the  sin  of  an  empire  to  the  slander  and  quar¬ 
relling  of  a  family,  it  would  be  too  much  for  a  volume.  But  passing 
my  eye  over  the  dark  parts  Of  the  earth,  1  observed  here  and  there  a 
missionary  station,  with  a  few  solitary  individuals  devoting  their  time 
and  talents  to  the  cause  of  Jesus,  and  the  good  of  the  heathen-;  and 
while  they  could  bring  but  a  few  children  and  youtih  under  religious 
instruction,  the  great  mass  of  people  were  blindly  opposed  to  their 
own  good  and  the  benevolent  exertions  of  Others.  What  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  interesting,  however.  Was  to  see  these  devoted*  servants  of' 
Christ  in  different  sections  of  the  globe — ^in  Greenland,  Jerusalem,' 
Hindustan,  Africa,  the  remotest  islands  of  the  sea,  and  in  the  savage 
tribes  of  America,  repairing  about  the  same  time  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  for  the  same  glorious  object,  and  then  their  humility,  their 
depth  of  feeling,  and  their  fervourl  For,  as  they  were  situated,  the 
realities  were  before  them  seen  and  etperienced.  They  did  not  pray 
for  an  imaginary  good.  They  appeared  to  feel  sensible  of  the  degra¬ 
dation  and  wretchedness  of  those  about  them — ^tbe  need  of  the  gospel 
for  their  spiritual  welfare — of  the  dangers  and  difficulties  they  had  to 
encounter — of  their  dependence  and  high  responsibility ;  and  the 
necessity  of  divine  assistance,  and  of  the  means  of  support.  When 
they  conversed  together,  how  ardently  they  desired  the  prayers  and 
encouragement  of  their  Christian  friends  at  home !  They  appeared  te 
think  of  a  Christian  people  with  much  warmth  Of  affection,  while  they 
cried  and  sighed  over  the  abominations  that  were  done  around  them. 
Tiien  1  changed  the  point  of  observation,  as  if  ' to  see  the  whole  Chris¬ 
tian  world  moved  by  one  impulse  of  benevolence  and  compassion,  to 
offer  their  prayers  in  concert,  and  to  grant  every  assistance  in  behalf 
of  their  fellow  creatures  perishing  in  ignorance,  degradation  and  sin'. 
But  alas!  in  some  considerable  portions  of  territory,  there  were  not 
even  two  or  throe  aiSombled«»not  a  fervent  prayer  tiered  up  to  God. 
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la  other  places  there  were  perhaps  a  dozen  persons  collected  out  of 
1000  inhabitants.  In  others,  however,  there  were  still  more  ;  and 
while  these  all  appeared  thoughtful  and  devout,  there  were  great  mul¬ 
titudes  going  different  Ways,  either  for  sinful  pleasure,  or  worldly 
business.  The  theatre,,  the  ball,  the  auction  public  show  were 
well  attended.  Parties  of  social  visiting  were  numerous,  full  apd 
cheerful.  Business  and  traffic  of  every  kind  were  brisk?  Political 
clubs  assembled,  the  taverns  and  stores  were  crowded,  and  that  too  in 
the  worst  of  travelling.  And  the  time  was  fully  occupied  with  dif¬ 
ferent  topics  of  conversation,  in  which  all  appeared  to  be  zealously 
engaged.  -  This  was  truly  surprising  when  1  thought  on  the  etem^ 
interest  that  was  depending,  and  that  only  a  few  days  were  allowed 
these  mortals  to  prepare  for  immortality. .  Nevertheless,  the  day  was 
interesting  in  connexion  with  the  little  groups  1  had  just  contemplated. 
These  manifested  by  their  separation  from  the  world,  that  the  value 
of  souls  and  the  care  of  missionaries  lay  near  their  hearts.  Yea  their 
prayers  bore  them  witness.  Their  enlarged  desires  .^em^Taced  their 
families,  their  neighbours,  their  country  and  all  the"  nations  of  the 
world.  While  this  spirit  of  holy  affection  was  so  interesting  to  the  pi¬ 
ous  mind,  there  were  scenes  not  far  distant  quite  the  reverse.  In  the 
tavern,  the  store,  the  market,  the  meetings  for  public  business — among 
all  the  noise  and  bustle  of.  the  licentious  rabble  ;  and  even,  in  the  shop 
and  field  wiiere  a  few^were  collected,  some  were  overheard  ridiculing 
the  bigotry^  fanaticism,  uncharitableness,  and  illiberal  views  of  these 
persons  who  had  assembled  to  pray,  as  if  they  were  too  charitable 
themselves,  to  pray  for  the  salvation  of  men,  or  to  feel  any  strong  de¬ 
sires  for  their  spiritual  welfare.  Indeed,  they  appeared- to  feel  too 
liberal  to  suppose,  that  the  heathen  were  in  great  need  of  the  gospel^ 
or  that  those  who  embrace  and  obey  it,  are  any  better  than  others. 
They  were  no  friends  to  drunkards^  but  they  would  sooner  fill  the 
bowl  of  mirth  to  a  good  hearted  companion,  than  pamper  the  lazy 
priests  and  a  parcel  of  hypocrites,  by  their  contributions.  In  fact, 
they  seemed  to  thinkr  that  pious  devotion  to  God  was  superstitiom  ; 
and  that' charity,  liberality,  enlaiged  and  generous  views  consisted  in 
neglecting  religious  duties,, at  pleasure ;  and  in  commending  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  sense  and  crime,  as  much,  or  more  than. a  rigid  adherence  to 
the  principles  and  requisitions  of  the  gospel.. 

A  common  lad,  who  had  been  an  unobserved'hearer  in  one  of  ffiese 
places,  returning  home  with  his  errand,  began  to  nod  simficantly  wid^ 
his  head. and  beat  with  his  handi  saying  to  himself,  ^  What  reason 
these  folks  use  !  There  sartenly  cmi’t  be  any  harm  in  prayii^,  con- 
verring  about  religion,  and  giving  a  little.  Perhaps .  they  don’t  give  so 
much  as  these  people  do  for.  drink,  nor  spend  so  much  time  as  ffiey  ^ 
in  drinking,  and  then  agin  these  folks  are  talking  agmnst  religion,  and 
are  trying  to  influence  others  in  the  same  way,  while,  as  like  as  not, 
those  they  are  talking  aginst,  are  jmying  for  them.  How  blind  thvi 
looks!  Would  they  reason^,  if  both  were  now  bro|^t  together 
before  God»  and  their  true  case  unfolded  in  the  light  4>f  eternity  ?  Ho^ 
I’ll  warnH  they  would’nt.  aU»  1  believe  the  prajer-meetihg 

folks  are  about  right.” 

1  confess,, Mr.  Editor,  I  could  not  fer^ar  so^i^,  to  see  how  dea^ 
this  boy^  with  small  advantages,  but^an  unprejudic^  tomd>  could  d^ 
.cem  the  truth  ilf  a.mi^  whiuhiu^  maujr  hm> 
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long  in  vain,  to  impress  upon  men  of  years  and  understanding.  But 
as  we  often  find  some  wise  among  the  worst,  so  among  the  good  we  may 
expect  to  find  some  who  are  not  altogether  what  they  ought  to  be. 
Knowing  this,  1  concluded  to  take  one  more  look  at  the  places  conse¬ 
crated  to  prayer,  fc  many  of  them  1  observed  boxes  to  receive 
charity,  or  the  contributions  of  those  who  offered  their  prayers  to 
God.  This  was  thought  to  be  a  consistent  way  of  testifying  their 
sincerity,  and  of  promoting  the  object  which  they  professedly  desired. 
In  these  little  assemblies,  there  appeared  to  be  some  of  the  rich  as 
well  as  the  poor;  and  especially  in  populous  towns,  cities,  and  where 
religion  was  fashionable.  Imagining  that  prayers  of  such  fervency  and 
meekness  would  surely  be  answered,  and  considering  how  large  the 
request,  1  was  greatly  affected,  and  dwelt,  I  know  not  how  long,  upon 
the  scene  which  rose  to  view.  The  whole  world  seemed  to  be  under 
a  renovating  influence,  and  such  was  the  beauty,  order,  improvement, 
peace'  anct^  happiness  which  passed  in  prospect,  as  to  absorb  the 
thoughts  and  enrapture  the  soul ;  nor  was  the  pleasing  vision  inter¬ 
rupted  till  the  general  movement  of  the  people  indicated,  that  they 
were  about  to  retire. 

Now  thought  I,  the  Charity  Box  will  be  crowded.  But  to  my  sur¬ 
prise,  I  saw  a  numberof  the  finest  dressed  ladies  in  different  places, 
and  here  and  there  a  gentleman  turning  and  passing  away,  as  if  they 
did  not  recollect  that  they  had  any  thing  more  to  do.  There  were 
others,  decent  in  their  appearance,  and  some  probably  poor,  who  vis* 
ited  the  Charity  Box,  with  their  offerings,  before  they  returned  home. 
One  mao  among  others  attracted  my  attention.  .  His  appearance  was 
grave  and  manly^  yet  unassuming  ;  his  attire  indicated  a  good  taste  and 
moderate  circumstances.  He  went  to  the  Box — no  money  gingled. 
But  a  bank  note  of  a  number  of  dollars  was  deposited.  Neither  was 
it  counterfeit,  nor  of  a  degraded  bank,  as  some  have  given,  more  in 
appearance  than  value. 

After  taking  so  much  interest  in  these  things,  I  felt  a  curiosity  to 
follow  the  good  people  to  their  dwellings.  On  doing  this,  1  found  the 
mao  above  mentioned  to  possess  a  large  property.  But  his  house, 
though  neat  and  convenient,  and  all  things  pertaining  to  it  sufficiently 
good,  was  not  extravagant.  All  his  concerns  were  arranged  in  an  or¬ 
derly  manner,  and  all  his  temporal  plans  were  formed  with  reference 
to  the  glory  of  God,  the  good  of  men,  and  the  advancement  of  that 
/kingdom  which  is  righteousness  and  peace.  His  children  seemed  to 
drink  into  a  similar  spirit ;  for  they  were  taught  that  riches  were  not 
given  to  dishonour  God,  to  gratify  pride  and  lust,  for  ostentation  and 
sinful  indulgence  ;  but  to  glorify  him  in  promoting  his  cause  and  ac¬ 
knowledging  his  goodness.  They  were  frequently  reminded  that  they, 
with  all  their  possessions,  were  in  the  divine  hand  ;  and  that  those,  in 
the  highest  state  of  afQuence,  might  soon  be  reduced  to  the  lowest 
state  ef  poverty. 

In  fine,  rational  enjoyment  and  usefulness  were  prominent  features 
^of .  the  faoiily.  But  turning  my  eye  hastily  after  those,  of  gaudy  ap¬ 
parel,  who  neglected  the  Charity  Box,  I  found  some  were  not  so  rich 
as  they  appeared— others  were'  wealthy  and  covetous.  Both  classes 
began  to  talk  freely,  as  soon  as  they  entered  their  houses;  and  seeme4 
to.  have  forgotten  the  object  for  which  they  prayed.  Among  other 
ttpics  of  coBversation,  was  the  contribution.  They  were  WOll  agreed, 
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that  they  had  so  many  calls  for  money,  that  they  had  none  to  spare  to 
.  accompany  their  prayer.  They  declared  that  they  would  not  stay  at 
home,  because  they  did  not  intend  to  contribute  any  thing,  as  they 
thought  some  of  their  neighbours  did,  who  formerly  attended.  They 
had  rather  appear  covetous  and  offer  their  prayers  ^ith  God^s  people, 
than  continue  at  home  out  of  pride  and  avarice  too.  But  looking  still 
further,  1  observed  those  who  gave  something,  both  rich  and  poor, 
returning  home  with  a  serene  countenance  and  apparently  an  acquiting 
conscience,  retiring  to  their  closets  to  request  a  divine  blessing  to  at¬ 
tend  their  mites.  Then  1  thought  I  could  see  clearly  a  two  fold  ad¬ 
vantage  in  giving  to  aid  the  object  for  which  prayer  was  made.  Be¬ 
sides  being  consistent,  it  bad  a  blessed  effect  upon  the  hearts  and  con¬ 
duct  of  those  who  gave  ;  and  did  so  nhich,  (as  far  as  means  are  con¬ 
cerned)  towards  accomplishing  the  object  for  which  they  prayed. 
Now,  Sir,  no  arguments  that  could  be  advanced,  by  worldly  wisdom, 
would  have  convinced  me  contrary  to  what  1  saw/ that  this  was  not  the 
proper  way  .of  doing  good  to  mankind. 

A  SPECTATOR  OF  THE  WORLD. 

Mr.  Editor, — One  of  your  correspondents  having  a  glance  at  the 
above  speculations,  observed  that  this  view,  especially  the  part  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  offerings  of  the  monthly  prayer  meeting,  suggested  the  high 
importance,  at  the  present  day,  of  a  Superfiuity  Box,  He  thinks  the 
case  to  be  one  of  extreme  urgency  ;  and  therefore  offers  the  follow¬ 
ing  plan,  with  the  remarks  connected,  for  insertion  in  your  work. 

SUPERFLUITY  BOX : 

Or  Perhaps  it  should  be  written  Superfeuity  Box  on  one  side,  and 
Cbarity  Box  on  the  other.  For  the  object  is  to  turn  superfluities  to 
a  charitable  purpose. 

The  Superfluity  Box  should  be  provided,  not  only  for  every  society, 
but  for  every  family.  This  is  to  receive  the  same  amount  in  money 
that  is  expended  in  a  superfluous  manner,  for  food,  drink,  clothing, 
and  Worldly  pleasure.  The  method  proposed  is,  to  put  as  much  into 
the  Box  as  the  expense  of  the  superfluity  ;  and  that  there  be  no  mis¬ 
take,  through  forgetfulness,  this  should  be  done  at  the  time  the  ex¬ 
pense  is  incurred  ;  or  if  the  money  be  wanting  at  the  time,  the  sum 
should  be  written  down  on  a  piece  of  paper  attached  to  the  Box  for 
that  purpose;  At  the  end  of  the  month,  quarter,  or  year,  the  money 
thus  obtained  is  to  be  appropriated  to  some  benevolent  object.  If  it 
be  asked,  who  shall  judge  what  is  superfluous  ?  This  is  the  answer  ; 
Every  person  shall  be  his  own  judge,  acting  with  honesty — under  the 
dictates  of « conscience,  the  inspection  and  fear  of  God.  The  benefits 
of  such  a  plan,  I  think,  must  be  numerous  to  individuals  of  every  class, 
and  to  the  world  at  large. 

1.  By  counting  over  the  money  which  the  Box  has  received,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  we  may  learn  how  much  we  have  expended  more 
than  was  necessary.  Consequently,  we  may  learn  how  much  less  we 
might  live  upon  with  the  same  comfort. 

We  may  also  know  how  much  is  taken  needlessly  fronl  our  chil¬ 
dren’s  education,  on  the  estate  that  would  otherwise  have  been  left 
them.  Consequently,  we  should  see  how  much  might  be  saved  for  them. 
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3.  In  the  retrospect,  it  will  open  a  wide  held  for  contemplation. 
Reflect  where  so  much  money  has  gone.  What  has  been  the  benefit  ? 
Was  not  some  sin  connected,  and  some  time  misspent  ?  or  was  not 
much  time  wasted  in  preparing  for  parties  of  pleasure^  which  bad  bet¬ 
ter  been  spent  in  preparing  for  Heaven  ?  Cannot  another  year  be 
spent  more  agreeably  to  the  will  of  God  . and  for  the  happiness  of  men  ? 
Were  not  the  superfluities  of  a  year  an  injury  to  the  world,  by  exciting 
ambition  in  others — a  detriment  to  health  and  a  dishonour  to  God  ? 
Did  they  not  attract  attention  in  the  time  of  divine  worship,  ai;id  occu¬ 
py  the  thoughts  and  afiections  of  the  heart  more  than  the  devotions  of 
the  sanctuary  ?  Of  how  much  value  and  consolation  will  they  all  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  light  of  eternity  ?• 

We  may  learn  something  of  our  comparative  attachment  to  the 
things  which  are  temporal,  and  those  which  are  spiritual.  We  can 
see,  by  examination,  whether  we  give  the  same  sum  as  cheerfully  to 
the  service  of  God  and  the  g^d  of  souls,  as  to  gratify  our  own  pride 
and  lusts. 

5.  We  might  learn,  from  a  general  estimate,  how  much  might  be 
laid  out  for  public  benefit  in  a  town  or  state,  without  infringing  upon, 
the  real  comfort,  or  property  of  any.  I  would  refer  the  subject  to 
sober,  rational  men. 

6.  We  may  be  taught  by  this,  not  only  the  way  of  economy  and  char¬ 
ity,  but  how  to  set  an  example  before  children  worthy  to  be  imitated. 

7.  By  paying  a  little  attention  to  superfluities  in  the  way  proposed,, 
a  more  correct  judgment  may  be  formed  concerning  what  is  conven¬ 
ient  and  useful.  This  is  a  point  of  more  importance  than  is  generally 
imagined.  It  is  believed  that  the  public  taste  is  too  little  improved  in-, 
this  particular.  Persons  of  good  judgment,  in  other  respects,  seem  to^ 
be  much  lacking  in  discernment  here.  It  is  doubtless  for  the  want  of' 
consideration,  and  something  to  excite  thought  and  reflection.  Hence 
many  people  dress  in  a  manner  which  is  less  convenient  and  comforta¬ 
ble,  while  it  costs  more  money  and  labour.  Some  eat  and  drink  at 
the  expense  of  their  property,  health,  comfort,  usefulness  and  re¬ 
spectability.  Others  will  spend  considerable  time,,  money  and  labour 
with  trouble,  tumult  and  many  other  evils,  to  go  to  a  ball,  or  a  public 
show,  when  they  might  be  wiser,  richer  and  happier,  at  home.  Now. 
this  blindless,  or  ignorance  as  some  would  call  it — but  1  say,  this  defi¬ 
ciency  in  the  public  discernment,  taste  or  judgment  may  find,  at  least 
a  partial  discernment  in  the  plan  proposed.  A  little  consideration,  by 
suitable  means,  1  think  must  enlighten  the  mind  on  this,  subject,  andi 
produce  a  reformation  in  persons  of  good  sense,  and  a  common  share - 
of  condescension  and  benevolence.* 

8.  This  plan  may  be  a  convenient  way  of  easing  some  persons* 
consciences — at  least,  better  than  spending  additional  sums  in  sinful; 
pleasure^  to  smother  convictions  and  to  put  the  conscience  asleep  for* 
a  season,  when  it  must  soon  awake  in  greater  torments. 

9.  It  might  induce  some,  after  one  year,  to  spare  all  superfluity 
and  having  found  bow  much  was  the  expense,  to  give  the  same  annually 
for  some  good  object — so  redeeming  the  years  that  are  past.  Some 
being  enlightened  and  corrected,  might  look  upon  others  in  their  old 

’''It  is  not  expected,  that  this  simple  plan'will  reform  those  who  are  so  oat- 
rageousU  obstinate  as  not  to  follow  the  right  wajr,  when  they  know  it* 
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<,t>ui*/e,  and  jndge  nearly  how  much  they  expend  in  the  service  of  Sa¬ 
tan,  and  preparing  for  disgrace  and  misery,  and  be  willing  to  do  as 
much  themselves  in  the  service  of  their  Saviour  to  prepare  for 
Heaven. 

10.  Every  one  who  adopts  this  plan  will  take  a  direct  measure  to 
reform  one,  and  to  do  good  with  his  money  at  the  same  time.  He  may 
also  expose  the  unwillingness  of  others  to  reform. 

Finally— If  this  plan  were  generally  adopted  from  pure  motives,  it 
would  stop  the  cry  of  hard  times,  and  make  money  plenty.  There 
would  be  sufficient  to  encourage  common  schools,  and  other  branches 
*  of  improvement  and  happiness ;  to  support  the  gospel  where  it  is  not 
enjoyed  ;  to  fulfil  engagements  and  pay  honest  debts  where  it  is.  And 
who  knows  but  the  blessing  of  God,  which  has  been  so  long  witbhol- 
den,  on  account  of  robbing  him  of  his  just  due,  might  be  poured  out, 
4hat  there  should  not  be  room  enough  to  contain  it.  S.  S. 
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AN  ORDINATION  SERMON. 

II.  COR.  4.  2. 

JVor  handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully. 

These  words  occur  in  the  following  connection  :  “  Therefore  seeing 
"we  have  this  ministry,  as  we  have  received  mercy  we  faint  not  ;  but 
have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty,  not  walking  in  crafti¬ 
ness,  nor  handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully  ;  but,  by  manifestation 
of  the  truth,  commending  ourselves  to  every  man’s  conscience  in  the 
sight  of  God.” 

Paul  had  preached  the  Gospel  at  Corinth  with  pauch  success,  and 
had  founded  a  large  and  flourishing  church.  In  his  absence  from  them 
to  preach  the  gospel  in  other  places,  that  church  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  other  men,  of  adifierent  spirit.  The  attachment  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  pure  and  simple  truths  of  the  gospel  had  been  greatly 
weakened,,  and  much  disorder  had  been  the  consequence.  They 
were  split  into  parties,  arrayed  under  difierent  leaders,  each  ambitious 
of  distinguishing  himself,  and  practising  various  arts  to  increase  his  own 
influence  and  diminish  that  of  others,  while  the  discipline  of  the  church 
Was  neglected,  and  gross  immoralities  prevailed. 

Under  these  circumstances  Paul  wrote  his  epistles  to  them,  in  which 
he  labors  to  bring  them  back  again  to  the  simplicity  of  the  gospel,  and 
to  establish  them  in  the  belief,  and  love,  and  practice,  of  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jesus. '  He  reminds  them  of  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
first  preached  to  them,  and  recalls  their  attention  both  to  the  matter 
and  manner  of  his  preaching.  To  convince  them  of  the  sincerity  of 
I  his  regard  for  them,  and  of  the  purity  of  his  motives,  which  the  false 
teachers  had  called  in  question,  he  appeals  to  their  own  recollection 
of  his  deportmen.  He  reminds  them  that  he  had  dot  practised  the 
arts  of  oratory,  that  he  had  not  labored  to  make  himself  appear  great, 
and  that  he  had  not  studied  to  please  men.  He  calls  them  to  witness 
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that  he  had  known  nothing  among  them  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  cru* 
citied  ;  that  he  had  preached  the  doctrines  of  grace,  clearly,  and  fully,, 
in  all  their  bearings, .and  in  all  their  consequences  ;  that  he  had  hon¬ 
estly  and  faithfully  declared  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  without  dis¬ 
guise  and  without  resesve.  *  In  this  respect  his  conduct  had  been  en¬ 
tirely  different  from  that  of  the  false  tea(ihers,  who  had  crept  in  among 
them,  and  stands  a  pattern  for  all  the  faithful  ministers  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  in  all  ages.  And  happy  are  those  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who 
can  truly  adopt  the  language  of  the  apostle,  and  say,  “  Therefore,  see¬ 
ing  we  have  this  ministry,  as  we  have  received  mercy  we  faint  not  ; 
but  have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty,  not  walking  in 
craftiness,  uor  handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully  ;  but,  by  manifest¬ 
ation  of  the  truth,  commending  ourselves  to  every  man’s  conscience  in 
the  sight  of  God.”  The  faithful  minister  will  not  handle  the  word  of 
God. deceitfully. 

In  discoursing  from  this  text,  on  this  occasion,  I  propose  to  show, 

I.  When  the  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully  ;  And, 

II.  Why  the  faithful  minister  will  not  handle  the  word  of  God  de¬ 
ceitfully. 

1.  I  am  to  show  when  the  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully. 

1.  The  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully,  when  the  genuineness, 
the  authority  or  the  inspiration  of  any  part  of  it  is  denied.  That  we 
have  in  our  common  bible,  a  faithful  translation,  from  the  inspired 
originals,  of  the  uncorrupted  word  of  God,  is  confirmed  by  the  best  • 
evidence  v^hich  the  nature  of  the  case  admits.  The  authority  of 
the  old  testament,  and  of  every  part  of  it,  was  fully  recognized  by 
our  Lord,  and  by  his  inspired  apostles.  That  the  whole  bible  is  the 
word  of  God,  being  inspired^  that  is,  dictated^  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  ap¬ 
pears  from  its  own  declaration  :  “  All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration 
of  God — for  the  prophecy  came  not  in  old  times  by  the  will  of  man, 
but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved*  by  the  Holy  Ghost.” 
The  instructions  they  communicated  were  such  as  they  were  moved  to 
communicate,  by  the  suggestion  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  makes  it  the 
word  of  God  ;  and  this  constitutes  its  claim  upon  our  reverence  as 
such.  And  the  word  of  God  is  then  handled  deceitfully,  when  attempts 
are  made  to  destroy  our  confidence  in  it,  by  unauthorised  prososah  to 
alter  the  translation,  to  reject  particular  parts  from  the  sacred  texts, 
to  consider  a  part  only  as  dictated  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  a  part  as  the 
mere  production  of  the  human  faculties,  or  to  consider  a  part  of  it  as 
done  away  and  no  longer  of  any  authority. 

2.  The  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully,  when  the  usefulness  of 
any  part  of  it  is  denied.  Its  .own  declaration  is,  All  scripture  is  given 
by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness  ;  that  the  man  of  God  may 
be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works.”  Here  is  a 
plain  and  positive  declaration,  that  ••  all  scripture  is  profitable  ;”  and 
it  is  the  declaration  of  the  word  of  God.  When,  therefore,  any  part 
of  it  is  represented'  as  unprofitahle^not  adapted  to  edify  Christians — 
not  adapted  to  convince  and  convert  sinners — when  any  part  of  it  is 
represented  as  of  injurious  tendency — adapted  to  hinder  the  edification 
of  Christians,  and  prevent  their  growth  in  grace — adapted  to  harden 
sinners,  and  prevent  their  conviction  and  conversion — adapted  to  hin¬ 
der  the  progress  of  revivals,  and  ^uench  the  Spirit  of  God — of  such  a 
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nature,  and  of  such  a  tendency,  that  reiriyals  never  can  take  place  ud« 
der  the  exhibition  of  it ;  and  therefore  adapted  to  do  immense  injury 
to  the  souls  of  men— *when  any  part  of  the  word  of  God  is  represented 
in  this  light,  it  is  plain  that  the  word  of  God  is  handled  decei^ully.  It 
is  not  true  that  any  part  of  the  word  of  God  is  unprofitable. 

3.  The  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully,  when  any  part  of  it  is 
wrested  from  its  plain  obvious  meaning,  in  order  to  agree  with  our  pre¬ 
conceived  opinions,  and  conform  to^  our  pre-adopted  systems.  1  am 
no  enemy  to  systems  of  divinity.  Religion  can  no  more  be  understood 
without  system,  than  the  natural  sciences  can  be  understood  without 
'system.  Without  a  system,  the  utmost  knowledge  that  can  be  gained 
of  it,  will  be  but  a  confused  mass  of  ideas,  thrown  together  without 
order.  Divinity  must  be  studied  as  a  system,  and  taught  as  a  system, 
in  order  to  be  studied  or  taught  intelligibly  and  profitably.  But  all  the 
parts  of  that  system  should  be  learned  from  the  word  of  God.  And 
the  word  of  God  is  then  handled  honestly,  when  we  sit  down  to  the 
study  of  it  with  a  teachable  disposition,  prepared  to  receive  whatever 
it  contains,  whether  it  agrees  with  bur  pre-conceived  opinions  or  not. 
But  when  we  form  our  system  first,  and  resort  to  the  bible  merely  to 
find  something  to  support  it  ;  when  we  adopt  a  theory  of  mere  human 
contrivance,  and  make  that  theory  give  laws  to  revelation  ;  when  we 
reject  the  plain  obvious  meaning  of  a  passage  of  scripture,  because  it 
does  not  agree  with  our  theory,  and  force  some  other  meaning  upon 
it,  because  our  system  requires  it ;  when,  instead  of  making  our  opin¬ 
ions  conform  to  the  scriptures,  we  make  thie  scriptures  conform  to  our 
opinions,  then,  indeed,  we  wrest  the  scriptures,  and  handle  the  word  of 
God  deceitfully,  in  a  most  alarming  sense. 

4.  The  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully,  when  any  part  of  it  is 
softened  down.  The  language  of  scripture  is  plain  and  decided.  The 
Holy  Spirit  calls  things  by  their  right  names.  He  uses  no  softening 
and  diluting  expressions.  When  he  speaks  of  sinners,  and  means  to 
convey  the  idea  that  they  are  haters,  of  God,  he  calls  them  haters  of 
God.”  When  he  speaks  of  the  native  temper  of  the  human  heart,  and 
means  to  represent  it  as  enmity  against  God,  he  says,  **  the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  against  God.”  When  he  speaks  of  the  religious  per¬ 
formances  of  the  wicked,  and  means  to  represent  them  as  an  abomina¬ 
tion  to  the  Lord,  he  says,  the  sacrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomina¬ 
tion  to  the  Lord.”  When  he  speaks  of  God’s  feelings  towards  the 
wicked,  and  means  to  represent  God  as  hating  them,  he  says,  thou 
hatest  all  workers  of  iniquity.”  While  he  calls  saints  Iheprectotw,  he 
calls  sinners  the  vi7e.  While  he  calls  saints  the  children  God^  he 
calls  sinners  the  children  of  the  devil.  While  he  c^ls  some  vessels  of 
mercy ^  he  calls  others  vessels  oj  wrath.  And  he  speaks  of  the  wickra 
as  a  generation  of  vipers,  children  that  are  corrupturs,  hateful  and 
bating  one  another.”  These  expressions  of  the  word  of  God,  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  grating  to  the  ears  of  many.  They  have  so  much  delicacy 
of  feeling,  and  such  refined  sensibility,  that  they  cannot  bear  to  bear 
such  language,  though  they  can  very  well  bear  to  be  of  such  a  charac¬ 
ter,  and  to  indulge  in  such  a  conduct,  as  justifies  sue' i  language.  And  now 
what  shall  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  do  f  Slhtill  they  avoid  this  lan¬ 
guage  of  scripture  ?  Shall  they  speak  of  the  character  and  conduct  of 
sinners  in  softer  terms  ?  If  they  use  terms  so  soft  as  to  convey  to  the 
mind  of  their  hearers  less  than  the  plain  word  of  God  conveys  ;  if 
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they  iDtermIngle  these  scripture  expressions  with  softening  epithets, 
which  blunt  their  edge,  or  weaken  their  force,  they  are  certainly 
chargeable  with  handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully. 

5.  The  word  ot  God  is  handled  deceitfully,  when  any  ifdiri  of  it  is 
explained  away.  To  explain  a  passage  of  scripture,  is  to  unfold  its 
meaning,  and  to  make  it  eyident.  The  language  of  some  passages  is 
obscure,  and  needs  .to  be  explained,  that  their  meaning  may  be  per¬ 
ceived.  The  langus^e  of  other  passages  is  so  plain,  that  they  do  not 
need  nor  admit  of  any  explanation.  It  is  true,  however,  that,  while 
those  who  are  of  Goid  hear  God’s  words,  there  are  others,  who  hear 
them  not,  because  they  are  not  of  God.  The  plain,  simple  truths, 
taught  in  the  scriptures,  are  offensive  to  them,  and  most  offensive 
when  communicated  in  the  words  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth.— 
Such  persons  always  wish  to  have  the  plainest  passages  of  scripture 
explained  ;  ^d  their  object  evidently  is  to  have  them  explained  away. 
They  wish  to  have  them  divested  of  their  plain  obvious  meaning,  that 
meaning  which  the  words  would  convey  if  they  were  left  to  speak  for 
themselves,  and  to  have  some  other  meaning  attached  to  them,  more 
^reeable  to  their  feelings.  Some  wish  to  have  the  scripture  language 
on  the  subject  of  regeneration  so  explained,  that  it  may  signify  a  mere 
change  of  extern^  condition,  or  a  mere  circumstantial  change  in  the 
feelings  and  conduct,  and  not  any  radical  and  total  change  in  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  heart.  Some  wish  to  have  the  language  of  scripture,  which 
ascribes  this  change  to  the  efficient  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  so  ex¬ 
plained,  as  to  leave  out  the  idea  of  divine  efficiency,  and  mean  nothing* 
more  than  a  persuasive  influence  or  that  which  consists  in  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  motives.  Some  wish  to  have  the  language  of  scripture  on  the 
subject  of  repentance,  so  explained,  that  the  sorrow  which  arises  from 
the  fear  of  punishment  or  hope  of  reward,  mav  be  considered  true  re- 
penlsuice.  Some  are  offended  at  the  language  oi  scripture  on  the  subject 
ofself^denialy  and  wish  to  have  it  so  explained,  that  the  duty  enjoined  may 
be  nothing  more  than  giving  up  a  present  selfish  good  to  secure  a  future 
and  greater  selfish  go^,  by  which  self  is  made  the  great  object  still, 
and  is  not  denied  at  all.  And  some  are  offended  at  the  language  of 
scripture,  which  teaches  that  God  hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh^  that 
he  fnade  the  heart  of  Sihon  obstinate^  that  he  moved  David  to  number 
Israel,  that  be  turned  the  heart  of  the  Egyptians  to  hate  his  people, 
that  he  made  the  prophet  and  others  to  err  from  his  ways,  and  that  be¬ 


cause  he  will  regard  the  injunctions  he  blinded  the  eyes  of  the  Jews, 
and  hardened  Aeir  hearts^  that  they  should  not  see  with  their  eyes,  nor 
understand  with  their  hearts,  and  be  converted  and  healed.  Many  are 
offended  at  this,  and  similar  language  of  scripture  ;  and  are  entirely 
opposed  to  having  such  language  left  to  speak  for  itself.  They  wish 
to  have  it  explained  ;  and  ffieir  object  is  to  have  it  explained  away,  so 
that  it  shall  to  divested  of  all  appearance  of  teachingthat  God  has  any 
design,  or  any  agency,  in  the  wicked  conduct  of  men.  But  it  is  evi« 
dent,  that  when  the  declarations  of  scripture  are  so  explained,  as  to 
divest  them  of  the  meaning  which  the  words  naturally  cphvey,  when 
taken  in  their  proper  connecfion,  and  leave  that  meaning  put  of  si^t 
altogether,  the  language  of  scripture  is  explained  away,  and  the  word 
of  God  is  handled  deceitfully. 

6.  The  word  of  God  is  bodied  deceitfully,  when  a  part  is.  preached 
for  the  wkol^.  The  system  of  reli^on  taught  in  the  scriptures  is  but 
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one.  AH  the  parts  go  to  make  up  one  beautiful  and  harmonious  whole. 
Erery  part  that  is  concealed,  is  not  only  a  loss  in  itself,  but  its  loss  is 
an  injury  to  the  rest  A  piece  of  machinery,  of  the  most  exquisite  and 
beautiful  workmanship,  which,  when  xiewed  as  a  whole,  commands  the 
admiration  of  every  beholder,  may  appear  but  an  unsightly  mass  of 
ruins,  when  taken  apart,  and  scattered  in  confusion  upon  the  ground, 
and  half  covered  with  rubbish.  Every  minister  of  the  gospel  ack¬ 
nowledges  it  as  his  duty  to  declare  all  the  counsel  of  God  ;  and  the 
people  expect  it  of  him.  If,  therefore;  he  declares  only  a  part,  and 
neglects  to  declare  a  part,  the  natural  consequence  is,  that  the  part  be 
does  declare,  is,  in  the  minds  of  his  hearers,  put  for  the  whole.  He 
may  not  say  it  is  the  whole  ;  he  may  not  say  that  the  ]^arts  he  passes 
over  in  silence  do  not  belong  to  the.  system.  If  he  conceals  them,  the 
conclusion  will  be  that  they  do  not  belong  to  it.  And  bis  silence  res¬ 
pecting  them  will  operate  more  securely,  more  powerfully,  and  more 
successfully,  in  bringing  his  people  te  disbelieve  them,  than  open  op¬ 
position  would  do. 

7.  The  Word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully^  when  its  doctrines  and 
duties  are  not  taught  in  their  due  proportion,  and  in  their  proper  con¬ 
nection.  The  space  which  eaOb  doctrine  aOd  each  duty  ought  to  oc¬ 
cupy  in  our  public  institutions,  may  be  learned  from  the  space  which 
it  occupies  in  the  scriptures.  Each  doctrine  is  part  of  a  system,  and 
when  exhibited  clearly,  it  all  its  bearings,  will  suggest  to  the  mind  of 
the  attentive  hearer. all  the  doctrines  connected  with  it.  Every  duty 
is  connected  with  some  doctrine,  on  which  it  depends,  of  which  it  is  a 
practical  consequence,  or  by  which  it  is  enforced.  If  the  doctrines 
of  the  gospel  are  taught  without  its  duties,  or  the  duties  of  the  gospel 
are  inculcated,  without  its  doctrines,  the  word  of  God  is  handi^  de¬ 
ceitfully.  .  If  any  doctrine  is  taught  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  no 
practical  results,  it  is  not  taught  as  it  is  in  the  scriptures  ;  or  if  any 
duty  is  inculcated  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  enforced  by  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gospel,  it  is  not  inculcated  as  it  is  in  the  scriptures*  That 
preacMk  who  would  free  himself  from  the  impqtation  of  handling  the 

.  word  m  Gbd  deceitfully,  must  teach  all  the  d^trines  of  the  gospel  in 
their  proper  connection,  and  press  them  home  upon  the  consciences 
of  his  hearers,  so  that  they  can  feel  their  practical  influence  ;  and 
he  must  enforce  the  duties  of  the  gospel  by  all  those  powerful  as^ves 
which  are  furnished  by  its  doctrines  ;  thus,  like  Ae  apostle,  by  mam- 
festation  of  thetruth,  commending  hio^lf  to  ev^ry  man*s  conscienee 
in  the  sight  of  God. 

8.  Tl^  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully,  when  its  doctrines  and  * 
duties  are  preached  in  such  a  manner  that  they  csSmot  he  understood. 

,  No  truth  can  be  believed,  nor  any  duty  performed,  any  ierther  than  it 
is  understood.  The  great  end  of  preaching  is  te  instruct ;  but  no  in¬ 
struction  is  communicated  by  a  discourse  that  is  not  understood.  If  the 
.  preacher  uses  language  that  is  above  the  comprehenrion  sf  hit  bearers, 
be  might  as  well  preach  in  an  unknown  tongue.  If  he  ndopli  such  n 
meth^  in.  his  discourses  as  to  perplex  and  confound  tbeih,  instead  ofone 
adapted  to  make  a  clear  and  forcible  impression,  theyfail  of  being  Uttbrne- 
ted.  If  be  adopts  a  loose  anddeclamatoty  manner,  he  may  lay  nSMiy  f  ery 
good  thin^  to  very  little  pur^e.  If  he  uSes  vague  tenai,  #hicli  me 
capable  of  being  understood  in  difierent  ways  ;  if  be  afdidl  ib^hig  his 
{^roposibons  in  a  clear  and  definite  fiumner ;  if  be  dWelliirefy  MUt  e» 


I 


1B8  ^1h  Ordination  Sermon, 

general  subjects,  and  avoids  descending  to  particulars  ;  if  he  attempts  te 
prove  doctrines  without  having  first  explained  what  he  means  by  them, 
and  guarded  his  hearers  against  mis-apprehension  ;  if  he  preaches  about 
experimental  religion,  without  &howing  what  it  is,  or  distinguishing  it 
from  its  various  counterfeits  ;  *  and  preaches  a6otit  saints,  and  about 
sinners,  without  describing  their  character,  or  separating  the  precious 
from  the  vile,  so  that  every  man  may  see  what  he  is  ;  if  he  does  these 
things  because  he  knows  not  how  to  do  better,  he  will  be  chargeable 
wi^  hamlling  the  word  of  God  very  unskilfully  :  But  if  he  does  it  from 
delign,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  many  do  ;  if  he  does  it  from  design, 
for  the  purpose  of  pleasing  all  sorts  of  hearers;  be  will  certainly  be 
chargeable  with  handling  the  word  of  GKkI.  deceitfully,  by  an  intentional 
concealment  of  the  truth. 

9.  The  word  of  God  is  handled  deceitfully,  when  such  things  are 
preached  as  are  inconsistent'witb  any  part  of  it.  The  bible  is  consist¬ 
ent  with  itself ;  and  he  that  handles  the  word  of  God  honestly,  and 
always  represents  it  as  teaching  what  it  really  does  teach,  will  be  con¬ 
sistent ‘with  himself.  He  will  not  preach  one  thing  at  one  time,  and 
the  contrary  at  another.  He  will  not  so  represent  one  part  of  the 
word  of  God,  as  to  destroy  another  part.  He  will  not  so  represent 
the  doctrine  of  the  free  agency  of  man,  as  to  destroy  his  dependence 
upon  God  ;  nor  so  represent  his  dependence  upon  God,  as  to  destroy 
his  free  agency  and  accountability.  He  will  not  so  represent  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  sinner,  as  to  make  it  essentially  the  same  as  the  character, 
of  the  Christian  ;  nor  so  represent  the  character  of  the  Christian,  as  to 
make  it  essentially  the  same  as  the  character  of  the  sinner.  He  will 
not  so  represent  the  doings  of  the  unregenerate,  as  to  destroy  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  total  moral  depravity  ;  nor  so  represent  the  doctrine  of  total 
depravity,  as  to  destroy  the  obligation  of  the  sinner  to  become  holy 
without  delay.  He  will  not  represent  the' sinner  as  under  such  a  kind 
of  inability,  as  to  destroy  his  obligation  to  make  him  a  new  heart,’’ 
and^to  perform  all  holy  duties  ;  nor  as  having  such  a  kind  of  ability  to 
do  these  things,  as  to  make  him  independent  of  God  in  doing^em. — 
He  will  not  so  represent  the  mercy  of  God,  as  to  destroy  tl$g  necessity 
of  Christ’s  atoning  blood  ;  nor  so  represent  the  nature  of  Christ’s  sat¬ 
isfaction,  as  is  inconsistent  with  a  true  and  proper  forgiveness  of  sins. 
He  will  not  so  represent  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith,  as  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  necessity  of  real  good  works,  such  as  arc  according  to  ‘  the 
moi^  law  ;  nor  will  he  so  represent  the  efficacy  of  good  works,  as  to 
destroy  the  doctrine  ot  justification  by  faith  alone.  He  will  not  so  rep¬ 
resent  the  doctrine  of  the  saint’s  perseverance,  as  to  destroy  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  watchfulness  and  prayer,  arising  from  the  real  dangers  to 
which  the  Christian  is  exposed  ;  nor  will  he  so  represent  the  dangers 
to  which  the  Christian  is  exposed,  as  to  destroy  the  promise  of  G(^  to 
keep  him  by  bis  mighty  power. 

Having  pointed  out  some  of  the  instances  in  which  the  word  of  God 
is  handled  deceitfully,  I  proceed, 

II.  To  show  why  the  faithful  minister  will  not  handle  the  word  of 
God  deceitfully. 

1.  The  faithful  minister  will  not  handle  the  word  of  God  deceitfully, 
because  be  will  regard  the  injunctions  of  scripture  on  this  subject.  A 
few  of  them  only  can  be  noted.  It  is  said  by  the  apostle  Peter,  If 
any  man  speak,  let  him  speak  as  the  oracles  of  God.”  To  Timothy, 
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it  was  said,  Preach  the  word,  be  instant  in  season,  ont  of  season  ;  re- 
prove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  ail  long  sufi'ering  and  doctrine.  Take 
heed  unto  thyself,  and  onto  the  doctrine  ; '  continue  in  them  :  for  in 
doing  this  thou  shall  both  save  thyself,  and  them  that  hear  thee.’’  To 
the  prophet  Jonah,  it  was  said,  Arise,  go  unto  Ninevah,  that  great 
city,  and  preach  unto  it  the  preaching  that  i  bid  thee.”  To  the  proph¬ 
et  Jeremiah,  it  was  said,  Say  not,  1  am  a  child ;  'for  thou  shall  go  to 
all  that  1  shall  send  thee,  and  whatsoever  I  command  thee  thou  shall 
speak.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  stand  in  the  court  of  the  Lord’s  house, 
and  speak  unto  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  which  come  to  worship  in  the  x 
Lord’s  house,  all  the  words  that  1  command  thee  to  speak  unto  them  ; 
diminish  not  a  ward. — The  prophet  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him  tell  a 
dream  ;  and  he  that  hath  my  word,  let  him  speak  my  word  faithfully  : 
what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat?  saith  the  Lord.”  To  the  prophet 
Ezekiel,  it  was  said,  Son  of  man,  all  my  words  that  I  shall  speak  un¬ 
to  thee,  receive  in  thine  heart,  and  hear  with  thine  ears  ;  and  go,  get 
thee  to  them  of  the  captivity,  unto  the  children  of  thy  people,  and 
speak  unto  them,  and  tell  them,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  ;  whether 
they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear .-^nd  thou,  son  of  man, 
be  not  afraid  of  them,  neither  be  afraid  of  thm  words,  though  briers 
and  thorns  be  with  thee,  and  thou  dost  dwell  among  scorpions  :  be 
not  afraid  of  their  words ;  nor  be  dismayed  at  their  looks,  though  they 
be  a  rebellious  house.  And  thou  shall  speak  my  *  words  unto  them, 
whether  they  will  bear,  or  whether  they  will  forl^ar :  for  they  are  a 
rebellious  house.  But  thou,  son  of  man  ;  hear  what  I  say  unto  thee  : 
be  not  thou  rebellious,  like  that  rebellious  house.”  The  faithhil  min¬ 
ister  of  the  gospel  iwill  hear  the^d  injunctions and  obey  them. 

2.  The  faithful  minister  will  not  handle  the  word  of  God  deceitful- 
^  ly,  because  be  will  study  the  example  of  Christ,  and  of  the  prophets 
and  apostles.  When  the  world  holds  out  its  allurements,  to  i^uce 
him  from  the  path  of  duty,  and  offers  him  ease  and  affluence,  and  hon- 
.  ors,  as  the  price  of  betraying  bis  trust ;  he  will  remember  that  his 
Lord  and  Master  was  not  to  be  moved  by  the  offer  of  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the  world.  When,  on  the  other  hand,  poverty,  and  contempt,  and 
*  reproach,  and  persecution,  are  set  in  array  before  him,  to  terrify  him, 
he  will  remember  that  prophets  and  apostles  have  suffered  all  these, 
rather  than  sacrifice  truth  and  duty.  W  hen  his  name  is  cast  out  as  evil, 
he  will  remember  that  his  Lord  and  Master  was  called  Beelzebub,  and 
that  his  apostles  were  accounted  as  the  ofiscouring  of  all  things.  And 
while  open  enemies  and  false  friends  unite  their  ii^uence,  to  draw  l||m 
aside' by  their  flatteries,  or  to  break  down  his  spirit  by  th^  opposi¬ 
tion,  he  will  be  strengthened  and  animated  by  the  recollecnon  that  it* 
was  faithfulness  to  the  truth  only  which  enabled  the  apostle  to  say,  I 
am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand. 

I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  1  have  finished  my  course,  /  have  kept  the 
faith :  Henceforth  there  io  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness, 
which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  at  that  day.” 

S.  The  faithful  minister  will  not  handle  &e  word  of  God  deceitfully, 
because  he  will  remember  his  high  character,  as  an  ambassador  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  ambass^or  represents  the  person  of  his  sov- 
,  reign,  so  that  whatever  he  does  by  his  direction  is  considered  as  done 
by  his  sovereign  ;  and  the  sovereign  considers  whatever  is  done  to  his 
ambassador  as  done  to  himself.  The  Lord  Jesus  has  been  pleased  to 
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say,  **  He  that  receiveth  you,  receiveth  me  ;  silid  he  that  receiveth 
me,  receiveth  Him  that  sent  me. — He  that  heareth  you,  heareth  me  ; 
and  he  that  despiseth  you  despiseth  me ;  and  he  that  despiseth  me,  des- 
piseth  Him  that  sent  me.’’  And  bow  lightly  soever  some  may  think  of 
what  they  do  to  the  ministers  of  Christ,  he  assures  us  that  he  will  not 
forget  it  in  the  great  day,  but  will  then  say,  **  Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  un¬ 
to  me.”  Now,  the  faithful  minister  of  Christ  regards  the  honor  of.his 
Lord  and  Master  more  than  he  does  his  own  soul.  And  he  feels  that 
the  honor  of  his  Lord  requires  that  he  faithfully  deliver  his  message  in 
every  part  of  it.  He  dares  not  keep  back'  any  thing :  he  dares  not 
disguise  any  thing :  he  dares  not  soften  down  any  thing :  he  dares  not 
do  any  thing  whatever  to  make  his  message  appear  different  from  what 
it  really  is.  And  he  knows,  that  while  faithfully  performing  his  duty, 
he  has  his  Lord  and  Master  to  support  him,  with  all  the  weight  of  his 
authority,  and  with  all  the  strength  of  his  omnipotence.  The  faithful 
minister  will  remember  also,  that  he  is  not  accountable  for  his  success, 
but  only  for  his  fidelity.  If  he  has  the  happiness  to  be  successAil  ill 
winning  souls  to  Christf  he  remembers  that  it  is  Ood  who  gives  the  in¬ 
crease.  And  if  he  has  to  perform  the  more  trying  duty  of  stretching 
out  his  hands  all  day  long  to  a  disobedient  and  gainsaying  people,”  he 
will  remember  that  some  of  the  greatest  of  prophets  had  to  perform 
the  same  trying  duty  before  him,  ahd  that  their  services  were  estimated 
solely  according  to  their  fidelity,  and  not  at  all  according  to  the  man* 
ner  in  which  their  message  was  treated  by  their  hearers. 

4.  The  faithful  minister  will  nol  handle  the  word  of  God  deceitfully^ 
because  he  will  remember  that  the  truth  is  thc^  appointed  means  of  salva* 
tioD,  and  error  of  destruction.  He  will  feel  the  importance  of  a  clear, 
and  faithful,  and  full  exhibition  of  the  truth,  to  the  disciples  of  Christ, 
that  tlfey  may  be  advanced  in  the  Christian  life,  according  to  the  pray* 
er  of  the  Lord  Jesus  for  them,  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth  ; 
thy  word  is  truth.”  And  he  will  feel  the  importance  of  it  also,  as  the 
means  of  the  conversion  of  sinners,  when  he  considers  the  declarations 
of  scripture,  that  men  are  begotten  by  the  word  of  truth’’ — that  they 
purify  their  souls  in  obeying  the  truth” — and  are  fitted  for  heaven, 
through  sanctification  of  the  spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth.”  And  he  ’ 
will  be  afraid  to  leave  any  of  his  hearers  uninstructed  in  the  truth, 
lest  it  should  happen  through  his  neglect,  that  that  awful  declaration 
of  scripture  should  be  fulfilled  in  them,  **  And  for  this  cause  God  shall 
send  them  strong  delusion,  that  they  should  believe  a  lie,  that  they  all 
might  b«|damned  who  believed  not  the  truth,  but  had  pleasure  in 
unrighteousness.” 

A  few  Reflections  will  close  the  subject. 

1.  How  important  it  is  that  a  people  should  know  when  a  minister 
18  faithful  or  unfaithful,  when  he  handles  the  word  of  God  deceitfully, 
and  when  he  handles  it  honestly.  If  a  people  do  not  inform  them* 
selves,  so  as  to  be  qualified  to  judge,  they  may  be  greatly  deceived, 
and  the  most  dangerous  consequences  may  ensue.  They  may,  not  on¬ 
ly  give  their  countenance  and  support  to  an  unfaithful  minister,  but 
may  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  away  from  the  truth,  to  the  destruc* 
tion  of  their  souls.  If  the  truth  is  Uie  appointed  means  of  salvation, 
and  error  of  destruction,  a  people  need  to  inform  themselves,  so-ao4o 
guard  agamst  the  introduction  of  error,  and  make  provision  for  the 
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establUbmeDl  and  support  of  the  truth*  Every  people  provide  their 
own  means  of  instruction ;  and  if  they  know  not  the  difference,  they 
are  liable  to  iall  a  prey  to  deceivers,  and  be  undone  forever* 

2.  It  is  veiT  easy  for  a  people  to  know  whether  a  minister  is  faith¬ 
ful  or  unfaithral*  And  it  as  easy  for  them  to  know  it  by  what  he  does 
not  preach,  as  by  what  he  does  preach*  They  have  only  to  examine 
the  word  of  God,  and  compare  his  preaching  with  that*  If  he  plainly, 
and  fully,  declares  all  that  the  scriptures  declare,  it  can  be  known :  or 
if  he  keeps  back,  or  softens  down,  or  explains  away,  or  slides  over  any* 
part  of  t^  word  of  Ood,  that  can  be  known  also*  Those  who  read 
the  bible  attentively  and  carefully,  will  be  able  to  perceive  whether 
the  preaching  they  hear  is  like  it  or  unlike  it,  they  will  be  able  to  per¬ 
ceive  whether  the  sentiments  of  the  preacher  lead  him  to  make  a  full 
and  free  use  of  such  language  as  the  bible  does,  or  whether  they  meet 
with  such  langui^e  in  the  bible  as  they  never  hear  in  his  discourses ; 
such  language  as  he  appears  studiously  to  avoid,  and  nevei  to  intro¬ 
duce*  And  by  this  they  may  know  whether  it  is  his  aim  to  handle  the 
word  of  God  deceitfully,  or  whether  he  means,  like  the  apostle,  by 
manifestation  of  the  truth  to  commend  himself  to  every  man’s  con¬ 
science  in  the  sight  of  God* 

^  ^  3*  A  minister  of  the  gospel  is  in  great  danger  of  being  unfaithful. 
He  is  exposed  to  temptations  on  every  side*  He  knows  that  he  is  de¬ 
pendent  on  his  people  for  support,  and  may  be  reduced  to  great  straits, 
if  his  people  choose  to  withhold  it*  And  he  knows  also,  that  many 
parts  of  the  word  of  God  are  exceedingly  offensive  to  the  natural  heart ; 
and  that  even  many  professors  of  religion  think  it  imprudent  to  exhib¬ 
it  them*  Perhaps  he  has  a  family,  too,  dependent  on  him  ior  the  ne¬ 
cessaries  of  life*  And  when  he  is  conscious  that  by  handling  the  word 
of  God  faithfully,  he  puts  all  his  earthly  prospects  at  hazaid  ;  when 
he  contemplates  the  sufferings  of  a  feeble  and  sickly  wife,  and  the  cries 
of  famishing  children ;  and  when,  on  the  other  hand,  he  considers,  that 
by  yielding  a  little,  he  may  preserve  his  popularity,  and  secure  a  com¬ 
fortable  support,  how  can  he  resist  the  temptation  ? 

4.  Hew  great  is  the  sin  of  a  people  who  try  to  make  their  minister 
unfaitlfful !  If  he  is  placed  in  such  trying  circhmstances,  and  in  so  great 
danger  of  yielding  to  temptation,  how  great  must  be  the  guilt  of  diose 
who  use  their  influence  to  seduce  him  from  the  path  of  duty*  And 
bow  many  are  there,  at  this  day,  who  are  inclined  so  to  do  ?  It  has 
come  to  this,  that  any  people  may  have  a  fSuthful  minister,  if  they  will, 
and  any  people  may  have  an  unfaithful  minister,  if  ^ey  will*  ff 
the  minister  whom  this  people  are  about  to  receive,  should  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  be  foitbful,  as  we  hope  and  trust  he  will,  you  may,  by  giving 
him.your  countenance  and  support,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  great¬ 
ly  strengthen  bis  hands  and  encourage  his  heart*  But  if  you  are  dis¬ 
posed  to  make  him  unfaithful,  you  may  hold  out  inducements  to  him 
which  will  have  a  powerful  inmience  :  And  if  you  cannot  seduce  him 
to  handle  the  word  of  God  deceitfully,  you  may  discourage  him  by  the 
expressions  of  your  disapprobation,  and  by  withholding  his  support, 
you  may  drive  him  from  the  midst  of  you*  On  yourselves,  then,  it  de¬ 
pends,  whether  you  shall  have  a  fiuthful  minister,  one  who  will  han¬ 
dle  the  word  of  God  deceitfuUy,  or  whether  you  shall  have  an  unfaith¬ 
ful  one,  one  who  will  lead  you  and  your  children  to  destruction.  If 
you  do  the  last,  ytur  blood  wiU  be  upon  your  own  heads* 
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THE  PILGRIM’S  PROGRESS  IN  THE  NINETEENTH  CEN- 

TURY— BY  BUNYANUS. 

CHAPTER  III. 

While  Thoughtful  thus  went  on  with  a  moderate  pace,  I  observed 
another  person  coming  after  him  with  a  quicker  step ;  and  as  he  drew 
near,  I  perceived  that  Thoughtful  knew  him,  and  addressed  him  by 
name : 

Th.  How  is  this,  neighbor  Ardent  ?  I  understood  that  you  had  gone 
on  pilgrimage  long  since. 

Ardent,  Oh,  my  friend,  I  can  never  be  sufficiently  thankful  that  I 
am  here.  1  ^ve  been  greatly  deceived,  and  well  nigh  lost  forever. 

Th,  How  did  that  happen  ?  did  you  not  take  directions  from  Evan¬ 
gelist,  and  receive  a  book  from  him  which  contained  a  map  of  the  way  i 

Ard,  Yes.  But  1  did  not  pay  much  regard  to  the  directions  of  Evan- 
'  gelist,  nor  to  the  book  which  he  gave  me  ;  for,  to  my  shame  be  it  spo¬ 
ken,  I  did  not  relish  either. 

Th,  From  whom  then  did  you  take  directions  ? 

Ard,  From  Mr.  Blind-guide.  He  goes  about,  you  know,  through 
our  city  and  its  suburbs,  imitating  Evangelist,  and  urging  people  to  go 
on  pilgrimage.  Soon  after  1  had  heard  Evangelist  preach,  and  began 
to  feel  .the  danger  o£ remaining  in  our  city,  1  had  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  Mr.  Blind-guide,  and  was  much  better  pleased  with  his  preach¬ 
ing.  So,  after  1  had  resolved  to  go  on  pilgrimage,  being  dissatisfied 
with  the  directions  of  Evangelist,  which  appeared  to  me  exceedingly 
discouraging,  1  took  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  Mr.  Blind-guidCi 
from  whom  I  hoped  for  something  more  agreeable. 

Th,  And  what  did  he  say  to  you  i 

Ard,  He  told  me  that  the  doctrines  which  Evangelist  preached  were 
gloomy  and  discouraging,  and  that  it  was  no  wonder  that  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  our  city  disliked  them.  He  said,  that  Evangelist  gave  such  di¬ 
rections  as  were  adapted  to  prevent  people  from  setting  out  on  pil¬ 
grimage,  and  likely  to  drive  them  to  despair.  '  And  indeed,  this  was 
just  as  1  had  myself  thought  of  them,  and  so  I  listened  to  him  the  more 
readily.  So  he  told  me  that  there  was  a  way  into  the  way,  which  was 
^th  easy  and  safe  ;  and  that  be  could  furnish  me  with  a  guide  called 
^^Repentance  who  would  accompany  me  as  far  as  I  had  need  of  him. 
Then  he  called  one  to  be  my  guide,  whose  name  1  afterwards  learned 
was  Falu-Repentance,  So  1  thanked  him  for  his  kindness  and  set  out. 
My  guide  then  conducted  me  through  a  by-path,  up  the  hill  of  Selfish- 
sorrow^  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mount  Sinai,  and  led  me  to’  a  village 
which  he^'Called  Peace-in-believing ^  near  the  town  of  Morality^  into 
which  1  entered  by  a  gate  which  was  called  the  gate  of  Experience, 
but  1  have  since  learned  that  the  true  name  of  the  village  is  False-peace, 
and  of  the  gate  Delusion.  Here  my  conductor  left  me,  telling  me  that ' 
I  was  now  in  the  way  into  the  way,  and  advising  me  to  remain  here  for 
a  season  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Self-cot^dence,  with  whom  he  assured  me 
1  should  spend  my  time  very  agreeably.  So  I  remained  at  the  bouse 
el  Mr.  Self-confidence  for  some  time,  in  company  with  many  others, 
who,  like  me,  bad  set  out  on  a  pilgrimage,  but  who  seemed  to  be  wel) 


\ 


f 


193 


The  Pilgrim^s  Progress  in  the  Nineteenth  Century* 

satisfied  for  the  present  with  having  gone  so  far.  At  length  1  thought 
1  would  return  privately,  for  a  short  space,  to  our  city  to  attend  to 
some  affairs  which  I  had  left  abruptly  in  my  baste  to  depart.  So  1  re¬ 
turned  to  my  house,  whence  I  had  gone  out,  and  found  it  empty,  swept 
and  garnished.  Then  1  sent  and  invited  seven  of  my  old  companions, 
more  wicked  than  myself,  who  came  and  welcomed  my  return «  with 
great  cordiality,  and  spent  the  evening  with  me  in  drinking  and  making 
merryf  and  in  scoffing  at  pilgrims,  and  ridiculing  the  warnings  of  Evan* 
gelist.  .  Am>r  they  were  gone  and  I  had  retired  to  my  chamber,  and 
was  endeavoring  to  compose  myself  to  rest,  one  rudely  burst  in  upon 
me,  and  cried  with  a  voice  of  thunder,  “  Where  art  thou.  Ardent  ?’’ 

I  kneiv  by  his  voice  that  it  was  Conscience,  though  I  had  not  seen  him. 
before  since  I  had  resolved  to  set  out  on  pilgrimage.  And  as  his 
voice  had  always  appeared  terrible  to  me,  so  now  it  was  far  more  ter¬ 
rible.  He  th^n  set  before  me  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  my  past 
life,  in  such  a  manner  as  I  had  never  seen  it  before.  He  remipded 
me  of  my  former  resolution  to  go  on  pilgridiage ;  and  threatened  me 
with  the  vengeance  of  the  King,  if  1  tarried  another  day  in  the  city. 
So  I*  spent  the  remainder  of  the  night  in  great  agony  of  mind,  and  as 
soon  as  it  was  light  I  opened  the  book  which  Evangelist  had  given  me, 
but  which  1  had  long  neglected,  hoping  to  find  something  to  alleviate  my 
distress  :  but  the  first  sentence  that  met  my  eyes  was  the  following : 
Because  1  have  called,  and  ye  refused  ;  I  have  stretched  out  my  hand, 
and  no  man  regarded  ;  but  ye  have  set  at  nought  all  my  council,  and 
would  none  of  my  reproof ;  I  also  will  la.ugh  at  your  calamity,  I  will 
mock  when  your  fear  cometh.*’  This  greatly  increased  my  distress; 
for  it  seemed  to  seal  my  condemnation.  I  then  wandered  out  into  the 
streits,  scarcely  knowing  whither  1  went,  till  whom  should  I  meet,  but 
Evangelist  himself.  At  the  sight  of  him  my  confusioh  was  increased, 
and  I  was  disposed  to  avoid  him.  But  the  thought  occurred  to  me 
that  probably  he  could  tell’whether  it  were  now  too  late  to  set  out  on 
pilgrimage  ;  and  that  the  certainty  of  death  would  not  be  worse  to  me 
than  my  present  fearful  apprehensions.  So  I  stood  still,  till  he  came 
up  to  me ;  and  having  told  him  where  I  bad  been,  and  what  I  had 
done,  he  told  me  that  1  did  indeed  deserve  to  be  cast  off;  but  he  advis¬ 
ed  roe  to  go  to  the  gate,  to  throw  myself  down  at  the  feet  of  him  that 
kept  iC  acknewledge  my  guilt,  and  submit  myself  to  his  disposal.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  I  did  so ;  and  to  my  surprise  and  joy.  Goodwill  said  to  me^ 
*^Him  thetcometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.*’  And  so  I  am 
here,  a  monument  of  mercy.  Oh,  bow  vile  I  am !  how  dstonisbing  it 
is  that  I  am  not  now  in  the  pit ! 

So  sayihg  he  spng  as  follows  ; 

% 

**  My  crimes  are  great,  but  don’t  surpass 
The  power  and  glory  of  thy  grace  ; 

Great  God,  thy  nature  hath  no  bound, 

So  let  thy  pardoning  love  be  found. 

Oh  wash  my  soul  from  every  sin, 

And  make  my  guilty  conscience  clean, 

^  Here  on  my  heart  thu  burden  lies. 

And  past  offences  pain  my  eyes. 
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My  lips  with  shame  my  sins  confess  X/ 

Against  thy  law,  Against  thy  grace 
Lord,  should  thy  judgment  grow  seVere^ 

1  am  condemned,  but  thou  art  clear.” 

So  they  went  on,  conversing  together  and  sometimes  reading  in  theii^ 
hooks,  till  they  came  to  a  place  where  stood  a  little  shed  by  the  road 
side,  under  which  sat  a  man  in  the  same  dress  which  Evangelist  wore, 
but  of  a  younger  look,  and  less  gravity  of  countenance,  anrroefore  him 
lay  a  number  of  books  resembling  those  which  Evangelist  had  given  to 
the  pilgrims.  On  seeing  the  pilgrims,  the  man  whose  name  was  Plau¬ 
sible^  rose  up  and  came  out  to  meet  them,  with  a  smiling  countenance  $ 
and  bowing  to  them,  said, 

^  PL  Your  servant,  gentlemen !  I  perceive  by  your  garb  that  you  are 
pilgrims.  I  am  truly  glad  to  see  you.  I  am  stationed  here  by  the  Lord 
of  the  way,  for  the  accommodation  of  pilgrims.  My  business  is  to  fur¬ 
nish  them  with  correct  copies  of  the  King’s  statute  book.  Those  you 
have,  were  furnished,  1  presume,  by  him  that  is  called  Evangelist. 
He  is  a  good  man,  and  means  well,  but  is  not  very  enlightened.  If 
you  will  give  them  to  roe,  1  will  give  you  more  correct  copies  instead 
of  them,  made  by  very  worthy,  learned  and  excellent  men. 

Th.  We  did  indeed  receive  our  copies  from  Evangelist,  and  we  have 
not  discovered  any  thing  in  them  but  what  is  worthy  of  the  King ; 
we  are  not  inclined  to  part  with  them. 

PL  But  you  surely  would  wish  to  have  correct  copies.  Yod  doubt¬ 
less  wish  to  know  what  the  King  has  indeed  commanded,  that  you  may 
in  all  things  walk  according  to  his  will,  and  meet  bis  approbation.  If 
you  have  an  incorrect  copy,  and  do  according  io  what  you  find  writ¬ 
ten  therein,  you  will  do  wrong  while  you  think  you  are  doing  right. 

7%.  That  is  true.  It  is  indeed  important  that  we  have  correct  cop¬ 
ies.  But  we  are  not  yet  convinced  that  our  copies  are  incorrect.  If 
you  can  make  it  appear  that  your  copies  are  more  correct  than  ours, 
we  may  be  willing  to  exchange. 

PL  The  copies  we  now  make  use  of  are  only  translations  from  the 
languages  in  which  the  King’s  scribes  wrote.  And  if  the  copies  from 
which  your  translation  was  made  had  been  correct,  the  translation  is 
.very  defective.  Those  who  made  it  did  not  understand  those  languages, 
and  they  have  translated  many  passages  wrong  in  order.to  favor  their 
own  sectarian  notions.  And  besides,  the  copies  they  translated  from 
V  were  not  correct.  Learned  and  excellent  men,  of  modem  times,  have 
made  a  thorough  examination,  and  have  found  a  great  number  of  errors 
in  the  common  copies.  I  can  furnish  you  with  an  Improved  Version, 
made  from  a  correct  copy,  on  which  you  may  depend, 

Ard.  Brother,  had  we  not  better  make  the  exchange  ?  I  should 
be  sorry  to  depend  upon  an  old  and  incorrect  copy,  when  we  may 
have  an  improved  new  one. 

Th,j^  Let  me  look  at  one  of  your  books^ 

So  riausible  gave  him  one  ;  and  on  turning  it  over  a  little  he  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  part  called  the  old  testament  was  not  in  it  at  all,  and  in 
the  part  called  the  new  testament,  many  alterations  were  made.  Then 
he  said,  ^ 

Th.  This  book  does  not  contain  all  that  ours  does  ;  why  is  so  much 
of  it  omitted? 


/ 
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PL  The  new  testament  contains  the  faith  of  Pilgrims.  The  old  may 
be  of  some  use,  but  it  is  not  necessary  for  pilgrims  now.  If  they  have 
the  new,  they  have  all  the  instructions  of  the  Prince  Immanuel,  and 
the  writings  of  the  scribes  who  were  immediately  taught  by  him. 

TA»  But  I  remember  that  the  Prince  Immanuel  commanded  men  to 

search  the  scriptures,’^  meaning  those  which  had  been  written  be¬ 
fore  that  time  ;*  and  that  certain  people  were  afterwards  highly  com¬ 
mended,  l^cause  they  searched  the  same  scriptures  daily,  to  see 
whether  what  they  heard  was  true.  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  authority,  or  despise  the  use  of  those  scriptures  which 
were  thus  spoken  of  by  the  Prince  Immanuel  himself,  and  his  intimate 
friends. 

PL  But  if  you  do  not  choose  to  part  with  your  old  books,  at  least 
be  persuaded  to  take  each  of .  you  one  of  my  copies.  You  will  find 
them  very  useful,  I  assure  ,you.  They  were  made  by  men  of  great 
learning  and  abilities. 

JIrd.  Had  we  not  better  take  them,  brother  ?  if  they  do  not  prove 
useful  to  us,  they  can  do  us  no  harm. 

Th.  I  see  so  many  parts  left  out,  and  so  many  alterations  made, 
that  I  suspect  thei:e  is'  some  design  to  deceive  us.  f  have  understood 
that  the  King’s  corporation  circulate  none  but  such  copies  as  we  have. 

.  And  there  are  as  learned  and  good  men  belonging  to  those  corporations 
as  any  in  the  world.  They  would  know,  if  there  were  any  important 
defects  in  those  copies,  and  would  not  circulate  such  as  were  material¬ 
ly  incorrect.  ,  I  am  disposed  to.  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  of  these 
pretended  improved  versions. 

PL  But  if  you  are  displeased*  with  the  omission  of  which  you  speak, 

I  have  other  copies  in  which  there  are  no  omissions.  They  are  only 
improved  translations  made  f¥om  the  same  original  copies  as  those 
which  you  have.  Here  is  one  made  by  John,  the  Itinerant,  a  famous 
pilgrim,  which  is  in  high  esteem  among  his  followers.  He  made  this 
translation  on  purpose  to  avoid'  some  of  those  gloomy*  doctrines  which 
your  copies  teach,  which  are  so  dishonorable  to  the  Lord  of  the  way, 
and  so  discouraging  to  many  pilgrims.  And  where  he  could  not  whol¬ 
ly  avoid  them  by  altering  the  translation,  he  has  explained  them  away 
by  his  noteSk  At  least,  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  one  of  these.  It  is 
much  more  agreeable  tivmany  pilgrims  than  those  you  have.  And,  in¬ 
deed,  those  you  have  can  never  be  of  much  use,  for  you  can  never  un¬ 
derstand  them. 

Th.  I  have  not  yet  discovered  any  doctrines  in  my  book  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  dishonorable  to  the  Loi^  of  the  way,  nor  otherwise  than 
comforting  and.  encouraging  to  the  true  pilgrim.  I  say  again,  I  am  dis-  - 
prosed  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  these  pretended  improved  versions. 
Come,  brother,  let  us  be  going.'  Choodwill  said-to  me,  ^*take  heed  that 
no  man  deceive  you.”  I  think  itsafest  not  to  listen  to  this  stranger. 

He  bid*  dm,  moreover  to  search  the  scriptures.”  • 

So  saying,  he  opened  his  book,  and  read  towards  the  close  of  it ;  **  If 
any  man  shall  add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues 
that  are  written  in  this  book  :  And  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from 
the  words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God  shall  take  away  ^  part 
out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and  from  the  thii^ 
which  are  written  in  this  book.” 

So  they  left  the  maO)  and  went  on  their  way. 


IdC*  God  is  right  and  {he  World  is  wrong.  ✓ 

FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  WATCHMAN. 

FACTS. 

The  Baptist  denomination  in  the  United  States  are  deficient  in  mis^ 
sionary  euterprize.  It  would  be  an  easy  thing  for  them  to  contribute 
50,  or  100,000  dollars  per  annum  to  this  object. 

Many  Baptist  Ministers  are  getting  into  the  habit  of  readings  in  a  cold 
and /orinaZ  manner,  their  sermons  to  the  people.  Query — can  any 
of  them  tell  of  any  soul  that  has  been  convicted  or  converted  by  the 
instrumentality  of  such  preaching  ? 

The  Baptists  of  the  present  day  have  far  less  bigotry  for  their  sect, 
and  more  information  on  their  doctrines,  than  formerly. 

The  Congregational  churches  in  Massachusetts,  in  consequence  of 
their  connnexion  with  the  civil  department,  their  half  way  covenant, 
and  lax  discipline,  had  become  burdened  with  unworthy  members. — 
The  spread  of  Uoitarianism  serves  to  separate  the  chaff  from  the 
wheat.  The  people  are  no  worse  ;-M)nly  they^ire  more  distinctly 
seen. 

Universalism  is  believed  and  advocated  by  too  many  abandoned 
wretches,  whose  habits  and  conduct  forbid  a  belief  in  any  good  thing 
to  render  it  very  acceptable  to  an  honest  or  virtuous  man. 

The  best  regulated  and. most  influential  and  oppressive  aristocracy  in 
the  United  States,  is  in  the  government  of  the  Methodist  church.  It  is 
entirely  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  republican  and  religious  liberty. 

So  long  as  the  Presbyterian  clergy  are  orthodox,  their  churches  are 
safe  ;  but  when  a  majority  are  other^vise,  there  is  no  chance  for  a 
remedy  by  human  efforts. 

Bigotry  and  superstition  have  no  more  devout  disciples  in  the  world 
than  among  the  Quakers.  They  have  no  fellowship  with  any  sect  but 
their  own,  and  are  foolishly  attached  to  a  particular  dress. — There  is 
no  religion  in  either  of  these  circumstances. 


GOD  IS  RIGHT  AND  THE  WORLD  IS  WRONG. 

Now,  then,  my  friends,  my  reasons  are  all  before  you,  and  I  hope 
to  be  justified  by  your  consciences,  while  1  execute  the  commission 
given  me  in  the  text.  God  hath  said  to  the  wicked,  ‘  O,  wicked  man^ 
thou  shall  surely  die  and  the  watchmen  are  commanded  upon  their 
peril,  to  sound  the  alarm.  I,  therefore,  solemnly  declare,  in  the  name 
of  God,  that  there  is  a  dreadful  war  waged  by^all  the  divine  perfections 
against  sin — that  the  sacred  rightsof  .Heaven  have  taken  the  field — 
that  every  glory  of  the  Godhead  holds  a  vivid  lightning  pointed  at  eve¬ 
ry  sinful  thought — -that  the  inviolate  honor  of  Heaven’s  King  is  enlisted 
and  is  coming  down  to  crush  a  rebellious  world.  In  equally  solemn 
tones  I  declare,  as  my  office  obliges,  and  call  every  angel  to  witness, 
that  in  this  war  God  is  right  and  the  world  is  wrong.  These  great 
truths,  while  1  live,  I  will  declare,  and  hope  to  pronounce  them  with 
my  dying  breath — God  is  right  and  the  world  is  wrong.— I  wish 
Aey  were  set  forth  in  broad  letters  on  every  forehead,  and  with  a  pen 
Apped  in  heaven  were  written  upon  every  heart.  1  wish  they  were 
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set  upon  the  frontispiece  of  every  book  ;  and  ppsted  in  the  sun-beams 
at  the  corner  of  every  street — that  they  were  graven  with  the  point 
of  a  diamond  in  the  rock  forever — God  is  right  and  the  world  is 
WRONG  I  I  would  that  these  ponderous  truths  might  pass  from  land  to 
land — prostrate  nations  of  unknown  tongues,  and  rolling  through  every 
clime,  might  bring  an  humbled  world  to  ask  for  mercy  at  a  Saviour’s 
feet. 

“  Standing  on  my  watch-tower,  I  am  commanded,  if  I  see  ought  of 
evil  coming,  to  give  warning.  I  again  solemnly  declare  that  1  do  dis¬ 
cern  evil  approaching  ;  I  see  a  storm  collecting  in  the  Heavens  ;  1 
discover  the  emotion  of  the  troubled  elements  ;  I  hear  the  roar  of  dis¬ 
tant  wind — Heaven  and  earth  seem  mingled  in  the  conflict — and  cry  to 
those  for  whom  I  watch — A  Storm  I  A  StorIi  !  Get  into  the  Ark,  or 
you  Rre  swept  away.  O  !  what  is  it  ?  I  see  a  world  convulsed  and 
falling  to  ruins — the  sea  burning  like  oil — nations  rising  from  under 
ground— the  sun  falling-the  damned  in  chains  before  the  bar,  and  some 
of  my  poor  hearers  with  them  !  1  see  them  cast  from  the  battlements 

ot  the  judgment  scene.  My  Gdd  !  the  eternal  pit  has  closed  upon 
them  forever.  ~  griffin. 


GOD  IS  EVERY  WHERE. 

‘  On  this  account,  we  ought,  continually,  to  have  him  present  in  all 
our  thoughts.  But,  more  particularly,  ought  we  to  call  him  up  to  our 
view,  when  we  are  assembled,  to  render  thanks,  for  the  great  bene¬ 
fits  which  we  have  received  at  bis  hands  when  we  meet  him  in  the 
place,  where  he  hath  emphatically  promised,  that  there  he  will  be,  in 
the  midst  of  us.  If  then,  when  we  appear  in  the  house  of  the'Lord, 
even  indifference  to  his  worship  is  a  crime  ;  surely,  all  conduct  which 
displays  a  disregard  and  contempt  for  it  must  be  doubly  criminal.  We 
cannot  but  entertain  a  very  despicable  opinion  of  that  man  who,  when 
we  are  relating  to  him  things  of  the  utmost  importance  to  his  welfare, 
appears  perfectly  inattentive.  And  yet,  I  blush  when  I  write  it,  there 
are  many,  who  not  only  are  inattentive,  but  who  repoic  themselves  in 
the  arms  of  sleep,  when  the  words  of  eternal  life  should  be  sounding 
in' their  ears.  One  would  very  naturally  conclude,  from  the  manner 
in  which  many  conduct,  during  the  time  f^ivine  service  is  performing, 
that  they  consider  the  duty  as  a  disagreeable  and  irksome  task.  The 
inefficacj^  of  attending  the  house  of , the  Lord,  with  views  of  this  kind, 
common  sense  plainly  manifests. 

I,  not  long  since,  heard  an  excellent  sermon  preached  by  a  very  el¬ 
oquent  and  religious  minister,  upon  the  day  of  judgment.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  eloquence  and  good 
sense  which  were  displayed  in  treating  of  it,  I  observed  that  several  of 
the  audience  were  fast  asleep,  and  that  many  others,  if  I  could  judge 
from  their  appearance,  wished  to  be  in  the  same  situation.  Some 
were  nodding,  some  had  laid  their  heads  on  the  sides  of  their  pews,  as 
if  they  were  unable  to  support  themselves,  and  not  a  few,  among  the 
younger  part  of  the  congre^tton,  were  staring  and  laughing  at  each 
other.  Even,  if  we  lay  aside  the  consideration  that  it  is  an  insult  to 
our  holy  ^religion  ;  every  person  of  common  politeness,  or  common 
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decency,  will  refrain  from  such  conduct.  It  is  a  gross  breach  of  polite** 
ness,  as  it  shows  a  contempt  both  for  the  minister  and  audience. — 
Common  civility  would  teach  any  man  to  pay  a  proper  degree  of  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  person  who  was  addressing  him,  and  to  avoid  all  conduct 
which  would  divert  the  thoughts  of  the  rest  of  the  hearers  from  their 
proper  object.  ;  Even  the  savages,  who  dwell  in  the  forests  of  ouj: 
country,  conduct  with  much  more  decency,  when  they  are  attending 
the  duties  of  public  worship,  than  many  who  call  themselves  Christians. 

I  have  also  observed,  that  there  is* a  certain  class  of  pec^le  who 
never  go  to  church,  until  the  exercises  are  nearly  half  gnished. — 
Whether  it  is  for  the  sake  of  showing  themselves,  1  shall  not  pretend 
to  say  ;  but  whatever  the,  motive  may  be,  the  conduct  is, highly  imprap- 
er  ;  and  any  person  who  had  the  least  spark  of  modesty,  (especially  a 
woman)  would,  in  such  a  case,  blush  to  see  the  attention  of.  the  audi**^ 
'  ence  drawn  from  the  minister,  and  turned  upon,  herself. 


We  have  with  pleasure  examined  Rev.  C.  A.  Goodrich^s  ‘‘  Outline 
of  Bible  History,”  designed  for  the  use  of  Sabbath  Schools,  and  think 
it  well  calculated  to  promote  the  important  object  for  which  it  was 
compiled.  We  cprdially  recommend  it  to  th^  attiention  of  our  readers, 
as  one  of  the  best  boob  we  have  seen  for  the  instruction  of  children 
ip  a  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  As  a  specimen  of  the  work,^ 
we  offer  the  following  extract. 

JOSEPH  SOLD. 

^  I.ESSON  XIV. 

Q.  What  happened  to  Jc^coh  at  Mamre  ? 

A.  He  had  not  been  there  long,  when  he  lost  his  son  Joseph,  by  the* 
envy  and  contrivance  of  his  brethren,  who  sold  him  to  some  Ishmael- 
ites  trading  into  Egypt.— ^Gen.  xxxvii.  28. 

^  Q.  Why  did  they  envy  him  ? 

A.  Because  his  father  loved  him  for  his  wisdom  and  prudence. 

Q.  How  did  hii  brethren  account  for  his  absence  ? 

A.  They  wickedly  pretended  that  be  had  been  tom  to  pieces  by  a 
wild  beast. — Gen.  xxxvii.  31,  33. 

Q.  What  became  of  Joseph  ? 

A.  He  was  sold  to  Potlphar,  the  captain  of  Pharaoh’s  ^ard,  who,  on 
account  of  his  fidelity,  made  him  his  steward. — Gen.  xxxix.  1 — 6. 

Q.  Did  ‘he  continue  in  this  office  and  in  his  master’^ s  favor  ? 

A.  For  some  years  he  did  ;  till  refusing  to  comply  with  the  wicked 
desires  of  his  mistress,  she  falsely  accused  him  to  her  husband,  who 
put  him  into  prison. — Gen.  xxxix.  7 — 20. 

Q.  How  did  he  obtain  his  release  ? 

A.  He  conducted  himself  so  well,  as  soon  to  have  the  care  of  the 
prisoners,  among  whom  were  the  king’s  cup-bearer  and  chief  baker, 
each  of  whom  ted  a  remarkable  dream,  which,  by  divine  assistance, 
J oseph  interpreted.  Some  time  after.  Pharaoh  himself  having  a  dream, 
the  cup-bearer,  who  had  been  released,  told  him  of  Joseph,  who  was 
sent  for  by  the  king, — Genr  xxxix.  22,  23  ;  xl.  xli. 
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J  '  \ 

Q.  Was  Joseph  able  to  interpret  the  dream  ? 

A.  Yes.  He  informed  Pharaoh  that«God  wns  aboi^  to  visit  his  land 
with  seven  years  of  great  plenty,  which  would  be  followed  by  seven 
years  of  severe  famine  ;  and  advised  the  king  to  provide  store-houses, 
in  which  to  lay  up  com  for  himself  and  people^  against  the  time  of 
want.— G«n.  xli. 

Q.  What  did  Pharaoh  do  upon  this  ? 

Ao  He  promoted  Joseph  to  a  high  office  in  the  kingdom,  married 
him  to  his  daughter,  and  directed  him  to  gather  the  necessary  supply 
of  com. — Gen.  xli. 

ObservcUions. — The  story  of  Joswh,  thus  far,  is  full  of  instruction. 
By  it  we  are  forcibly  trught,  that  if  we  pUt  odr  trust  in  God,  and  ate 
faithful  to  him,  he  will  permit  no  weapons  formed  against  us  to  prosper. 
God  honors  those  that  honor  him.  He  may  permit  us  to  be  afflicted, 
to  be  torn  from  friends,  to  be  sold  into  slavery,  to  be  falsely  accused  ; 
to  be  cast  into  prison,  and  there  neglected,  and  all  the  time  he  may  be 
qualifying  us  to  be  more  eminently  useful.  Good  men  need  never 
despair. 

Q.  Did  the  famine  extend  to  Canaan  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  ten  of  the  brethren  of  Joseph  came  into  Egypt  topuf* 
chase  corn. — Gen.  xli.  1,3. 

Q.  Did  they  know  Joseph  ? 

A.  No  :  but  be  knew  them,  and  fora  time  treated  them  severely  ; 
but  at  length  made  himself  known  to  them,  with  all  affection  and  ten^ 
deraes. — Gen.  xlii.  8. — 17  ;  xlv.  1.  2.  * 

Q.  How  did  his  brethren  behave  on  his  declaring  himself  to  them  ? 

A,  They  were  so  surprised  and  confused,  for  a  time,  that  they  could 
not  answer  ;  but  were  encouraged  by  his  kindness  and  forgivenes. — 
Gen.  xlv.  3,  8. 

Q,  What  did  Joseph  do  after  this  ? 

A.  He  sent  an  inviation  to  his  father  to  come  down  into  Egypt,  with 
all  his  family,  and  dwell  there. — Gen.  xlv.  9,  11. 


THE  PROPHETIC  DEW  DROP. 

A  delicate  child,  p'^^e  and  prematurely  wise,  was  complaining  on  a 
hot  morning  that  the  dew-drops  had  been  too  hastily  snatched  away  and 
not  allowed  to  glitter  on  the  flowers  like  other  happier  dew-drops,^ 
that  live  the  whole  night  through,  and  sparkle  in  the  moonlight  and 
through  the  morning  onwards  to  noon-day  :  **  The  sun,”  said  the 
child,  has  chased  them  away  withr  his  heat,  or  swallowed  them  in  his 
wrath.”  Soon  after  came  rain  and  a  rainbow  ;  whereupon  his  father 
pointed  upwards — S^e,”  said  he,  there  stand  thy  dew-drops  glo¬ 
riously  reset — a  glittering  jewelry — in  the  heavens  ;  and  the  clownish 
foot  tramples  on  them  no  more.  By  this,  my  child,  thou  art  taught 
that  what  withers  upon  earth,  blooms  again  in  heaven.  Thus  the 
father  spoke,  and  knew  not  that  he  spoke  pre-figuring  words  :  for  soon 
after,  the  delicate  child,  with  the  morning  brightness  of  his  early  wis- 
'  dom,  was  exhaltf  like  a  dew-drop,  into  heaven. 

*  If  the  dew  is  evaporated  immediately  upon  the  sun-rising,  rain  and  storos 
follow  in  the  afternoon ;  but,  if  it  stays  and  glitters  for  a  long  time  after  sunrise 
the  day  continaei  fair. 


_  S  i^  -  .^phortsms^P^ciry, 

^  V*  ^  C.  " 

^  '  APHORISMS.  ’•  ■  '' 

tj*-  '•  •  '  .  ■  • 

•  -  ■  ;  ■•  .  - 

'  FORGIVESESS. 

Nothing  is  more  moving  to  man  than  the  spectacle  of  reconciliation  ; 
our  weaknesses  are  thus  indemnified,  and  are  not  too  costly — being  the 
price  we  pay  for  the  hour  of  forgiveness  ;  and  the. archangel,  who  has 
nevet  felt  anger,  has  reason  to  envy  the  man  who  subdues  it.  When 
thou  forgivest, — the  man  who  has  pierced  thy  heart,  stands  to  thee  in 
the  relation  of  the  sea-worm,  that  perforates  the  shell  of  the  muscle, 
Svhich  straightway  closes  the  wound  with  a  pearl. 

•1 

Durham  remarks,  in  his  Physico-theology  that  the  deaf  hear  best  in 
the  midst  of  noise,  as  for  instance  during  the  ringing  of  bells,  &c."«- 
This,  it  has  been  shrewdly  conjectured,  must  be  the  reason,  that  the 
thundering  of  drums,  cannons,  &lc,  accompany  the  entrance  into  cities 
of  pripces  and  ministers^  who  are  generally  rather  deaf,  in  order  that 
they  may  the  better  hear  the  petitions  and  complaints  of  the  people. 


FOR  the' EVANGELIST. 

* 

EARLY  RISING. 

I  rose, — the  storm  of  Night  was  past 
That  long  had  rent  the  air, 

And  the  hush’d  spirit  of  the  blast 
Repos’d  in  silence  there. — ■* 

I  rose, — and  o’er  the  silent  scene 
The  moon’s  pale  beam  was  toss’d, 

Soft  trembling  o’er  the  wither’d  green. 

With  sprinUed  snow  emboss’d. — 

And  mid  that  pure,  inspiring  hour. 

One  warm  request  would  flee, 

That  I  might  better  praise  the  Power 
Who  spread  such  charms  for  me. 

S. 


To  Correspondents. — “  Thoughts  on  the  original  apostacy  of  man,  by 
Z.  Z.,  and  a  communication  from  Y.  will  be  adminted.  Honestas,  will 
aspear  in  our  next.  D.  C.  R.,  N.  N.,  H.  {I.  H.,  and  J.  C*  L.  are  re¬ 
ceived  and  under  consideration. 


